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I1. Apostolic Letter issued Motu Proprio ‘“Vos estis lux mundi’
You are the light of the World

New norms for the whole Church against those who abuse or cover up

Pope Francis’ Motu proprio, "Vos estis lux mundi", establishes
new procedures for reporting abuse and violence, and

ensures that Bishops and Religious Superiors are held
accountable for their actions. It includes the obligation for
clerics and religious to report abuse. Every Diocese must
have a system that allows the public to submit reports easily.

"Vos estis lux mundi”. “You are the light of the world... Our sl

Lord Jesus Christ calls every believer to be a shining

example of virtue, integrity and holiness”. The Gospel

of Matthew provides the title and first words of

Pope Francis’ new Motu proprio dedicated to the

fight against sexual abuse committed by clerics

and religious, as well as the actions or omissions of Bishops and Religious Superiors
that in any way interfere with or fail to investigate abuse. The Pope recalls that “the
crimes of sexual abuse offend Our Lord, cause physical, psychological and spiritual
damage to the victims and harm the community of the faithful", and mentions the special
responsibility of the Successors of the Apostles to prevent these crimes. The document
represents another result of the Meeting on the Protection of Minors held in the Vatican
in February 2019. It establishes new procedural rules to combat sexual abuse and to
ensure that Bishops and Religious Superiors are held accountable for their actions. It
establishes universal norms, which apply to the whole Catholic Church.

An "office' for reporting in every diocese

Among the new indications given is the obligation for every Diocese in the world to set
up, by June 2020, "one or more public, stable and easily accessible systems for submission
of reports" concerning sexual abuse committed by clerics and religious, the use of child
pornography, and cover-ups of the same abuse. The legislation does not specify what
these "systems" consist of, because it leaves operational choices to the Diocese; and
these may differ according to various cultures and local conditions. The idea is that
anyone who has suffered abuse can have recourse to the local Church, while being
assured they will be well received, protected from retaliation, and that their reports will
be treated with the utmost seriousness.

The obligation to report

Another new indication concerns the obligation for all clerics, and all men and women
religious, to "report promptly" all accusations of abuse of which they become aware, as
well as any omissions and cover-ups in the management of cases of abuse, to ecclesiastical
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authorities. Though this obligation was formerly left up to individual consciences, it
now becomes a universally established legal precept. The obligation as such is sanctioned
for clerics and religious, but any layperson can, and is encouraged to, use the system to
report violence and abuse to the competent ecclesiastical authority.

Not only child abuse

The document covers not only violence and abuse against children and vulnerable adults,
but also sexual abuse and violence resulting from an abuse of authority as well. This
includes cases of violence against religious by clerics, as well as abuse committed against
adult seminarians or novices.

Dealing with cover-ups

One of the most important elements is the identification, as a specific category, of so-
called cover-ups, defined as "actions or omissions intended to interfere with or avoid
civil investigations or canonical investigations, whether administrative or penal, against
a cleric or a religious regarding the delicts" of sexual abuse. This section refers to those
who hold positions of particular responsibility in the Church, and who, instead of pursuing
abuses committed by others, have hidden them, and have protected alleged offenders
instead of protecting the victims.

The protection of vulnerable people

Vos estis lux mundi stresses the importance of protecting minors (anyone under 18) and
vulnerable people. The definition of a "vulnerable person" is broadened to include “any
person in a state of infirmity, physical or mental deficiency, or deprivation of personal
liberty which, in fact, even occasionally, limits their ability to understand or to want to
otherwise resist the offense”. In this respect, the new Motu proprio echoes recent Vatican
legislation (CCXCVII of 26 March 2019).

Respecting the laws of states

The obligation to report to the local Ordinary or Religious Superior does not interfere
with, or change, any other reporting obligation that may exist in respective countries’
legislation. In fact, the norms "apply without prejudice to the rights and obligations
established in each place by state laws, particularly those concerning any reporting
obligations to the competent civil authorities".

The protection of victims and those reporting abuse

The sections dedicated to protecting those who come forward to report abuse are also
significant. According to the provisions of the Motu proprio, someone reporting abuse
cannot be subjected to "prejudice, retaliation or discrimination” because of what they
report. The problem of victims who in the past have been told to keep silent is also
addressed: these universal norms provide that “an obligation to keep silent may not be
imposed on any person with regard to the contents of his or her report”. Obviously, the
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seal of confession remains absolute and inviolable and is in no way affected by this
legislation. Vos estis lux mundi also states that victims and their families must be treated
with dignity and respect and must receive appropriate spiritual, medical and psychological
assistance.

The investigation of bishops

The Motu proprio regulates the investigation of Bishops, Cardinals, Religious Superiors
and all those who lead a Diocese, or another particular Church, in various capacities
and even temporarily. The rules apply not only in the case of these persons being
investigated for having committed sexual abuse themselves, but also if they are accused
of having "covered up", or of failing to pursue abuses of which they were aware, and
which it was their duty to address.

The role of the Metropolitan

There are new indications regarding the role of the Metropolitan Archbishop in
preliminary investigations: if the accused individual is a Bishop, the Metropolitan receives
a mandate from the Holy See to investigate. This strengthens his traditional role in the
Church and indicates a desire to make the most of local resources with regard to
investigations into Bishops. Every thirty days, the person in charge of the investigation
sends the Holy See "a status report on the state of the investigation", which “is to be
completed within the term of ninety days" (extensions for "just reasons" are possible).
This establishes specific timeframes and requires the Vatican Dicasteries concerned to
act promptly.

Involvement of the laity

Citing the Canon Law article that stresses the important contribution of the laity, the
norms of the Motu proprio provide that the Metropolitan, in conducting the investigations,
can avail himself of the help of "qualified persons", according to "the needs of the
individual case and, in particular, taking into account the cooperation that can be offered
by the lay faithful". The Pope has repeatedly stated that the specializations and
professional skills of the laity represent an important resource for the Church. The norms
now provide that Episcopal Conferences and Dioceses may prepare lists of qualified
persons willing to collaborate, but the ultimate responsibility for investigations remains
with the Metropolitan.

Presumption of innocence

The principle of presumption of innocence of the person under investigation is reaffirmed.
The accused will be informed of the investigation when requested to do so by the
competent Dicastery. The accusation must be notified only if formal proceedings are
opened. If deemed appropriate, in order to ensure the integrity of the investigation or of
the evidence, this notification may be omitted during the preliminary stage.
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Conclusion of the investigation

The Motu proprio does not modify the penalties for crimes committed, but it does
establish the procedures for reporting and carrying out the preliminary investigation. At
the conclusion of the investigation, the Metropolitan (or, in certain cases, the Bishop of
the suffragan Diocese with the greatest seniority of appointment) forwards the results to
the competent Vatican Dicastery. This completes his contribution. The competent
Dicastery then proceeds "in accordance with the law provided for the specific case",
acting on the basis of already existing canonical norms. Based on the results of the
preliminary investigation, the Holy See can immediately impose preventive and restrictive
measures on the person under investigation.

Concrete commitment

With this new juridical instrument, called for by Pope Francis, the Catholic Church
takes a further and incisive step in the prevention and fight against abuse, putting the
emphasis on concrete actions. As the Pope writes at the beginning of the document: "In
order that these phenomena, in all their forms, never happen again, a continuous and
profound conversion of hearts is needed, attested by concrete and effective actions that
involve everyone in the Church".

ITI. Congregation for Divine Worship and
the Discipline of the Sacraments

Prot. N. 404/19
DECREE
on the celebration of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Loreto
to be inscribed in the General Roman Calendar

Since the Middle Ages veneration for the Holy House of Loreto has been the origin of
that particular shrine which still today is visited by many faithful pilgrims in order to
nourish their faith in the Word of God made flesh for us.

This shrine recalls the mystery of the Incarnation, leading all those who visit it to consider
“the fullness of time”, when God sent his Son, born of a woman, as well as to meditate
both on the words of the Angel announcing the Good News and on the words of the
Virgin in response to the divine call. Overshadowed by the Spirit, the humble handmaid
of the Lord so became the dwelling-place of divinity, the purist image of the holy Church.

Closely bound to the Apostolic See this shrine, praised by Popes and known throughout
the world, has, over the years and no less than Nazareth in the Holy Land, been able to
illustrate powerfully the evangelical virtues of the Holy Family.

In the Holy House, before the image of the Mother of the Redeemer and of the Church,
Saints and Blesseds have responded to their vocation, the sick have invoked consolation
in suffering, the people of God have begun to praise and plead with Mary using the
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Litany of Loreto, which is known throughout the world. In a particular way all those
who travel via aircraft have found in her their heavenly patron.

In light of this, Pope Francis has decreed, by his own authority, that the optional memorial
of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Loreto should be inscribed in the Roman Calendar on 10
December, the day on which the feast falls in Loreto, and celebrated every year. This
celebration will help all people, especially families, youth and religious to imitate the
virtues of that perfect disciple of the Gospel, the Virgin Mother, who, in conceiving the
Head of the Church also accepted us as her own.

Therefore the new memorial must appear in all Calendars and Liturgical Books for the
celebration of Mass and the Liturgy of the Hours; the relative texts are attached to this
decree and their translations, approved by the Episcopal Conferences, will be published
after confirmation by this Dicastery.

Anything to the contrary notwithstanding.

From the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, 7
October 2019, the memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary of the Rosary.

Robert Cardinal Sarah + Arthur Roche
Prefect Archbishop Secretary

[IV. FABC Statement of Commitment]

"Awakening Climate Change Concern in Seminaries:
For Bishops & Seminary Formators of Priests in ASIA"
November 4 - 8, 2019

Deeply conscious of her mandate to incarnate the mission of Christ, the Church recognizes
that it is an integral part of her duty to respond to the climate emergency humanity faces
today. With this in mind, the Federation of Asian Bishops Conferences (FABC) Office
of Clergy and Office of Human Development at Salesian Retreat House, Hua Hin,
Thailand focussed on the topic 'Awakening Climate Change Concern in Seminaries'.
The participants at this Conference comprised 6 bishops, 26 priests, 1 religious brother
and 8 lay people coming from 10 different countries (Bangladesh, Hongkong, India,
Malaysia, Philippines, South Korea, Sri Lanka, Taiwan, Thailand and Vietnam) and
also included the engagement of thousands of viewers through social media. We, the
participants, realize that the priests of tomorrow will be key agents in the struggle for a
sustainable world. To equip them for this mission, we resolve to offer an integral formation
to enable the development of new convictions, attitudes and behaviour patterns.

We commit ourselves to introduce in Seminary formation a course on Eco-theology
combining the latest findings of science with Christian teaching and praxis. The duration
of this course and its integration into the existing cycle of studies will be determined by
local conditions.
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To foster an on-going ecological conversion, we resolve to inculcate in formators,
seminarians and seminary staff a spirituality that embraces a grateful contemplaton of
God's creation. We will do this by emphasizing our interconnectedness with creation
through liturgies, prayer exercises, eco-retreats and moments of quiet communion with
nature.

A course on eco-theology would have no impact if it is not integrated into the very
fabric of seminary life. Hence, we resolve to collaborate with all Seminary staff to
introduce ecological concerns and reflections in other courses. We will also provide
gruidance so that the seminarians are able to engage in ecological issues during their
weekend ministries. We undertake to initiate a green audit in order to make our seminaries
more eco-friendly. Above all, we commit ourselves to promoting a spirit of poverty and
simple living in the seminary, starting with our own personal example.

To better understand the cry of the earth, it is necessary to also hear the cry of the poor.
Women, indigenous peoples and other vulnerable groups have suffered the most from
climate disasters. Their stories of suffering and courage can contribute much to the
formation of priests. We resolve to create opportunities whereby seminarians can be
immensed in the reality of the poor and learn from them. This could be in the form of
short immersion experiences or longer periods of residence among the poor. Additionally,
we will also create opportunities to engage in dialogue with persons of other faiths,
learning how their faith traditions inspire their commitment to care for our common
home.

The climate emergency that is around us is also Kairos moment - through it we are
being challenged to fundamentally re-examine the very nature of our relationships and
the existing structures of seminary formation. Perhaps the Spirit is beckoning us towards
a completely new approach to formation. For the moment, we do not know what this
fully entails but we resolve to continue this conversation in honesty and transparency.
May the Lord who has opened our hearts to hear the cry of the earth now fill us with the
grace to faithfully implement all that He is calling us to do.

[ V. Season of Advent - Dec 1 ]

The New Liturgical Year in the Church begins with the season of
Advent a time to help us prepare for Christmas, when we celebrate
the fulfillment of our longing for the Savior with the birth of
Jesus.

So, what is Advent: It’s the season that lasts about four weeks,
beginning four Sundays before Christmas and ends on Christmas
Eve. The Church’s Christmas season begins on Christmas Eve
and lasts for twelve days. So, Advent is a season of anticipation
that leads up to Christmas. ;
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Advent Traditions: One of the primary traditions of Advent is the lighting of the Advent
wreath. Each candle lit represents an aspect of the spiritual preparation for the coming
of the Lord, Jesus Christ. The circle of branches of the wreath symbolize the eternal
cycle of the seasons while the evergreens and lighted candles signify the persistence of
life in the midst of winter.

Advent Candles

The Advent wreath contains 4 candles. All of the candles are purple except the third
(which is rose).The symbolic meanings of the candles can vary but they are often:

1. Hope - expectation of what is to come and sometimes prophecy
2. Love - sometimes called the Bethlehem Candle

3. Joy - this rose candle is often called Mary’s Candle

4. Peace - it can often be called the Angel’s Candle

Colors of Advent

The color of Advent is purple. You’ll see purple used quite often in banners around the
church or in the vestments of the clergy.

Purple is used at Advent as it is at Lent to represent the penitential nature of the season.
In fact, Advent used to be known as “little Lent.” The color is a symbolic reminder for
us to be preparing ourselves for the coming of our Lord.

The third Sunday during Advent is called Gaudete Sunday. The word Gaudete means
“rejoice.” On that Sunday your priest may wear rose vestments. This color is meant to
remind us that Christmas is drawing near.

[VI. Communio India Sunday]
December 1, 2019 (First Sunday of Advent)

“Love one another as I have loved you” (John 13: 34)

To All Archbishops, Bishops, Priests, Deacons, Religious,  Communio India
Catechists and Lay Faithful of the Catholic Church in India -

(Latin Rite) 8

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ, ‘EE‘ _

1. Once again we are joyfully celebrating the Communio India -z |
Sunday. It is a Sunday to pray for the mission of the Church in * ﬂf i\
India and gratefully remember all our missionaries, who work

gladly in various parts of our country to proclaim the joy of the

Gospel, whether the time is “favourable or unfavourable” (2
Tim 4: 1-2).
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2. To proclaim the Good News is the fundamental respon- sibility of every baptized
Christian. In the words of Pope Paul VI, we are called to “bring the Good News of Jesus
into all areas of humanity and through its impact to transform society from within,
making it new” (Evangeli- iNuntiandi, 18).

3. Through all her ministries, the Church in India is trying her best to transmit the Joy
of the Gospel everywhere, but there are many Dioceses/Religious Congregations/
Ecclesial Movements in our country struggling to fulfill their mission due to various
socio-economic factors. Those among us whom God has blessed with sufficient material
means to meet our needs have the responsibility to reach out in solidarity to those who
don’t have the same means. Many of our missionaries in rural and remote areas work
with limited facilities; so let’s come forward to help them in the best way we can.

4. The CCBI launched Communio India in 2018 with the following purposes: (1) to
establish a missionary organization (like Missio/Aid to the Church in Need in Germany)
in order to build a culture of sharing and caring, in solidarity with our needy brothers
and sisters in our country; (2) to encourage our faithful to pray and help the missions
and the missionaries and, more importantly, to promote missionary vocations; (3) to
encourage and inspire our faithful to be lay missionaries.

5. It is our earnest desire that Communio India Sunday should be observed faithfully
and meaningfully in all the parishes and institutions in our country, with proper
commentary at Holy Mass, special prayers of the faithful and conscientization regarding
our baptismal call to become missionary disciples.

6. We appeal to all our faithful to be generous in sharing their resources to help our
brothers and sisters in the remote regions of our country, so that they can experience the
love of God through the generosity of Indian Catholics. All our contributions, big or
small, would go a long way in supporting the missionary work of the Church in India.

[ VII. St. Francis Xavier - Dec 3 ]

Jesus asked, “What profit would there be for one to gain the
whole world and forfeit his life?” (Matthew 16:26a). The
words were repeated to a young teacher of philosophy who
had a highly promising career in academics, with success
and a life of prestige and honor before him.

Francis Xavier, 24 at the time, and living and teaching in
Paris, did not heed these words at once. They came from a
good friend, Ignatius of Loyola, whose tireless persuasion
finally won the young man to Christ. Francis then made the
spiritual exercises under the direction of Ignatius, and in 1534
joined his little community, the infant Society of Jesus.
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Together at Montmartre they vowed poverty, chastity, and apostolic service according
to the directions of the pope.

From Venice, where he was ordained a priest in 1537, Francis Xavier went on to Lisbon
and from there sailed to the East Indies, landing at Goa, on the west coast of India. For
the next 10 years he labored to bring the faith to such widely scattered peoples as the
Hindus, the Malayans, and the Japanese. He spent much of that time in India, and served
as provincial of the newly established Jesuit province of India.

Wherever he went, he lived with the poorest people, sharing their food and rough
accommodations. He spent countless hours ministering to the sick and the poor,
particularly to lepers. Very often he had no time to sleep or even to say his breviary but,
as we know from his letters, he was filled always with joy.

Francis went through the islands of Malaysia, then up to Japan. He learned enough
Japanese to preach to simple folk, to instruct, and to baptize, and to establish missions
for those who were to follow him. From Japan he had dreams of going to China, but this
plan was never realized. Before reaching the mainland, he died. His remains are enshrined
in the Church of Good Jesus in Goa. He and Saint Therese of Lisieux were declared co-
patrons of the missions in 1925.

[VIII. Immaculate Conception of Mary - Dec 9]

The doctrine of the Immaculate Conception means that Mary

was conceived without original sin or its stain — hence the 554
word “immaculate.” It might be puzzling to realize that the f 1
Gospel reading for the Feast of the Immaculate Conception \
is the Annunciation celebrating Mary’s conception of Jesus. Py
The key to the connection is the angel’s greeting to Mary. M\ |

The angel Gabriel said, "Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with !1

you" (Luke 1:28). The phrase "full of grace” sometimes \

translated “highly favored” or “Gifted Lady” is a translation /i
of a Greek word chosen with great specificity by Luke. The ,y/
Greek verb and tense used by Luke means that Mary was Q: o 1

“full of grace” all of her life. Luke could have used a different

word to show that Mary was full of grace only at that particular moment as when he
described Stephen “full of grace” only for a moment in Acts 6:8 before he was stoned to
death. But Luke insists by his careful choice of words that Mary was full of grace all her
life, so indirectly we get a hint of Mary’s Immaculate Conception in the account of the
angel Gabriel’s visit to Mary in the Gospel.

The angel Gabriel greeted Mary, “Hail, full of grace!” Normally at that time after
greeting someone with “Hail” you would give them their title, so “full of grace” is
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actually a title or name that the angel Gabriel gives to Mary. And names were very
important in that part of the world because your name told something about who you
were. So “full of grace” describes Mary’s very being. May was full of grace from the
first moment of her existence when she was immaculately conceived. In the words of
St. Louis Marie de Montfort, “God the Father made a gathering of all the waters and
called it the sea; he made a gathering of all graces and called it Mary.”

[ IX. John of the Cross — Dec 14 ]

On December 14, 1591, just before midnight, John of the
Cross was dying. He wanted to make up his bed in case
anyone would come to visit him. He asked to have "Song of
Songs" read to him. While listening, he was heard to say,
"So beautiful are the flowers!" And then he died.

Born in 1541, St. John of the Cross grew up in poverty and
was drawn to the contemplative life. His soul longed for
mystical union with God that his piety offended members
of his order, including its head. The turning point of his life
came in 1567 when he met Teresa of Avila, a kindred spirit
who was looking for a partner in her Carmelite reform | [88
movement. She appointed him prior of the first community of d1scalced friars. Later,
John of the Cross served as a spiritual director at her convent.

John wrote: "Contemplation is nothing else but a secret, peaceful, and loving infusion
of God, which if admitted, will set the soul on fire with the Spirit of love." In 1577, he
was imprisoned for nine months during which he wrote about his "dark night of the
soul."

[X. Nativity of the Lord - Dec 25]

“God’s sign is the baby in need of help and in
poverty. Exactly the same sign has been given |
to us. God’s sign is simplicity. God’s sign is
that he makes himself small for us. This is
how he reigns. He does not come with power
and outward splendor. He comes as a baby —
defenseless and in need of our help. He does \1‘,
not want to overwhelm us with his strength. “j
He takes away our fear of his greatness. He
asks for our love: so he makes himself a child.
He wants nothing other from us than our love, through which we spontaneously learn to
enter into his feelings, his thoughts, and his will — we learn to live with and to practice
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with him that humility of renunciation that belongs to the very essence of love. God
made himself small so that we could understand him, welcome him, and love him.
Christmas has become the Feast of gifts in imitation of God who has given himself to
us. Let us allow our heart, our soul, and our mind to be touched by this fact!” (Pope
Benedict XVI).

By the love of God, Jesus came to touch and save us, take away our sins by reconciling
us with God (1 Jn 3:5). By the love of God, he gave His only Son that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have eternal life (Jn 3:16). By the love of God, Jesus as our
model showed our way, the truth and life by loving one another (Jn 14:6). He is the light
in the midst of darkness (Jn 1:5). By the love of God, Jesus makes us partakers of the
divine nature, become the son of God (2 Pt 1:4; CCC: 460). The Word of God becomes
flesh in Jesus (Jn 1:1-18). This portrays God’s love not distant but draws near to us,
giving us the opportunity to become children of God (Gal 3:26).

To become a child of God, let us open ourselves to practice the qualities of: trust, humility,
obedience, a forgiving spirit, as well as dependence on the will of God. Instead of
seeking prestige and status, he requires us that we humble ourselves, get rid of our self-
given importance which is measured on the basis of worldly values. Rather we are
asked to find our true vocation in obedient service of: 1) Light: You can attract people
to Christ when you have His light in your life and be light shining in the midst of
darkness by sharing your goodness to others of the love of God to the unlovable. 2)
Show compassion by touching anger to healing and forgiveness. 3) Be in communion
with others especially in the family, and parish community involvement. 4) To make the
most of Christmas, focus on Christ by sharing your faith in God who became man in the
child Jesus. Merry Christmas!

The ABC's of Christmas
A : Angels from the realms of glory. Telling of the Christmas story.
B Bethlehem beckons with joyful accord; Come hither, come see, worship the
Lord.
a Christ was born on Christmas Day, Asleep in a manager, a bed made of hay.
i Divine and holy is Thy birth; Wing Your flight O'er all the earth.
£ Everlasting Father, and Father of all, Look with mercy and love on us all.
kL "Fear not," said the angel, one night long ago. "I bring you good tidings, for
this I know."
® "Glory to the Son," we sing, "Christ, our Prophet, Priest and King."
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Heavenly hosts, their watch are keeping, Precious child so sweetly sleeping.
Immanuel, we sing Thy praise, Thou Prince of Life, Thou Fount of Grace.
Joy to the world, the Lord is come, Born in a manager, God's only son.
King of Kings, prophets foretold, Now all men His love behold.

Love is a gift He gives to all, To each of us, both great and small.
Messiah, and Savior - for this He came -- Live in our hearts and there remain.
Night so holy, silent and still, Proclaiming joy, peace and good will.

Odors of Edom and offering divine, Myrrh from the forest and gold from
the mine.

Peace on earth, good will from heaven, Souls redeemed and sins forgiven.
Quietly He came to earth. To give us all a second birth.
Rejoice, give thanks and loudly sing, Glory to the new-born King.

Shepherds watched their flocks by night While Wise Men followed the
heavenly light.

Tidings of great joy I bring; Good news from heaven the angels sing.
Unto us a child is born ON this happy Christmas Morn.

Virgin-born, Immanuel, Let every tongue Thy priases tell.

Wise Men from the East, they came To worship and praise His holy name.

X is for Christ when in Greek it is read; A Savior, the Lord, so the angel
said.

Yonder shines brightly the heavenly star Showing the way to those from
afar.

Zeal was bestowed on God's only Son From His childhood years till His
work was done.

Interesting Facts about Christmas

1. Nowegian scientists have hypothesized that Rudolph's red nose is probably the result
of a parasitic infection of his respiratory system.

2. The Gemans made the first artificial Chrismas trees out of dyed goose feathers.

3. Each year more than 3 billion Christmas cards are sent in the US alone.

4. All the gifts in the Twelve Days of Christmas would equal 364 gifts.
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5. The "true love" mentioned in the song "Twelve Days of Christmas" does not refer to
aromantic couple, but the Catholic Church's code for God. The person who receives the
gifts represents someone who has accepted that code. For example, the "partridge in
apear tree" represents Christ. The "two turtledoves" respresent the Old and New
Testaments.

6. Most of Santa's reindeer have male-sounding names, such as Blitzen, Comet and
Cupid. However, male reindeers shed their antiers around Christmas, so the reindeer
pulling Santa's sleigh are likely not male, but female or castrati.

7. In AD. 350, Pope Julius I, bishop of Rome, proclaimed December 25 the official
celebration date for the birthday of Christ.

8. According to the Guinness world records, the tallest Christmas tree ever cut was a
221 - foot Dougles fir that was displayed in 1950 at the Northgate Shopping Centre in
Seattle, Washington.

9. The traditional three colours of Christmas are green, red and gold. Green has long
been a symbol of life and rebirthh, red symbolizes the blood of Christ and gold represents
light as well as wealth and royality.

10. According to data analyzed from Facebook posts, two weeks before Christmas is
one of the tow most popular times for couples to break up. However, Christmas Day is
the least favourite day for breakups.

11. Contrary to popular belief, suicide rates during the Christmas holiday are low. The
highest rates are during the spring.

12. The world's largest Christmas stocking measured 106 feet and 9 inches (32.56m)
long and 49 feet and 1 inch (14.97m) wide. It weighed as much as five reindeer and held

almost 1000 presents. It was made by the Children's Society in London on December
14, 2007.

13. Christmas trees have been sold in the US. since 1850.
14. Christmas trees usually grow for about 15 years before they are sold.

15. Many European countries believed that spirits, both good and evil, were active
during the Twelve Days of Christmas. These spirits eventually evolved into Santa's
elves, especially under the influence of Clement C. Moore's The Night Before Christmas:
(1779-1863) illustrated by Thomas Nast (1840-1902).

16. Each year there are approximately 20,000 "rent-a-Santa's" across the United States.
"Rent-a-Santas" usually undergo seasonal training on how to maintain a jolly attitude
under pressure from the public. They also receive practical advice, such as not accepting
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money from from parents while children are looking and avoiding garlic, onions or
beans for lunch.

17. Bolivians celebrate Misa del Gallo or "Mass or the Rooster" on Christmas Eve.
Some people bring roosters to the midnight mass, a gesture that symbolizes the belief
that a rooster was the first animal to announce the birth of Jesus.

18. The British wear paper crowns while they eat Christmas dinner. The crowns are
stored in a tube called a "Christmas cracker".

19. In Poland, spiders or spider webs are common Christmas trees decorations because
according to legend, a spider wove a blanket for Baby Jesus. In fact, Polish people
cosider spiders to be symbols of goodness and prosperity at Christmas.

20. Alabama was the first state in the United States to officially recognise Christmas in
1836.

21. Christmas wasn't declared an official holiday in the United States until June 26,
1870.

22. Oklahoma was the last US. state to declare Christmas a legal holiday in 1907.

23. Mistletoe (Viscum album is from the Anglo-Saxon word mistelatn, which means
"little dung twig" because the plant spreads though bird droppings.

24. Ancient peoples, such as the Druids, considered mistletoe sacred because it remains
green and bears fruit during the winter when all other plants appear to die. Druids would
cut the plant with golden sickles and never let it touch the ground. They thought itg had
the power to cure infertility and nervous diseases and to ward off evil.

25. Evergreens (from the Old English word aefies meaning "always" and gowai meaning
"to grow") have been symbols of eternal life and rebirth since ancient times. The pagan
use and worship of evergreen boughs and trees has evolved into the Christianized
Christmas tree.

26. Because they viewed Christmas as a decadent Catholic holiday, the Puritans in
America banned all Christmas celebrations from 1659-1681 with a penalty of five
shillings for each offense. Some Puritan leaders condemned those who favoured
Christmas as enemies of the Christian religion.

27. A Yule log is an enormous log that is typically burned during the Twelve Days of
Christmas (December 25 - January 6). Some scholars suggest that the word yule means
"revolution" or "wheel", which suymbolizes the cyclical return of the sun. A burning
log or its charred remains is said to offer health, fertility and luck as well as the ability
to ward off evil spirits.
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[XI. Bishop’s Engagements in December, 2019]

Advent Begins: Communio India Sunday: Cathedral

Office

St. Francis Xavier Seminary, Feast Mass at Karunapuram
Office

Office

Renovated Chapel Blessing at Nallaballi in Wardhanapet Parish

Pastoral Visitation and Feast Mass in Immaculate Conception Church at
Subedari

Priestly Charter for India: Amritsar and Jalandhar
CRI Christmas at Pastoral Centre, Fatimanagar

Silver Jubilee of St. Francis Xavier Church, Nimmaneepally, Appanapet
Parish

a.m Premarital Course: 2nd Anniversary
p-m United Christmas Celebration: Fatima Cathedral

Clergy Christmas Recollection, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

Christmas Celebration with Physically Handicapped Children, Lodi Centre
Marian Grotto Blessing at Krishnagigudem, Pallagutta Parish

Office

Banjara Christmas, Shanigapuram, Mahabubabad

Office

Christmas Midnight Mass: Fatimanagar

Presentation Congregation Provincial Chapter at Karunapuram

Major Seminarians meet Batch-wise Meeting, Karunapuram

3.30 p.m Holy Matrimony at Prakashreddypet, Subedari Parish
6.30 p.m Golden and Silver Jubilee Celebrations at Assisi Provincialate,
Fatimangar

Holy Matrimony at Fatimangar

a.m Holy Matrimony at St. Joseph’s Parish, Husnabad
p.m Holy Matrimony at Fatimangar

January- 2020

1
2
3

English New Year Midnight Mass, Cathedral
Office

Office
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5 : Ist Holy Communion and Confirmation, Fatimanagar Parish

7 : Office
Blessing of Chapel: New Village Veeraram of Maripeda

8 :  Bishop Thumma Bala’s School Mothers’ Day, Bachannapet
9 : Office
10-12 : Concluding of Warangal Year of Youth, Karunapuram

( XII. Communications )

1. RIP: Kindly Offer 3 Masses for Fr. Boyapati Anthony Reddy: We are very deeply
saddened to inform you that Rev. Fr. Boyapati Antony Reddy, a veteran and dedicated
Priest, aged 84 has reached his eternal abode at 2.50 pm on 9th of November. The
diocese conveys its deepest Grief and condolences to all Secular Clergy, Relatives and
all Faithful. Rev. Fr. Boyapati Antony Reddy’s details are:

Born : 12-12-1936 at Dharmaram

Priestly Ordination  : 20-04-1966 at Dharmaram

Parents :  Rayappa Reddy & Lourddamma

Places of Ministry :  Banigandiapadu (1966-71), Bhimaram (1972), Khammam

Boarding (1973-79), Manugonda (1980-81), Ookal (1981-1986), Karimnagar School
(1986-88), Dacharam (1988-91), Karunapuram (1991-92), Waddepalli (1992-96),
Subedari (1996-2002), St. Peter’s Colony (2002-2005), Vianny Home (2006-2019).
Kindly pray for the departed soul and May his Soul rest in Peace.

Note: ‘3’ Stipend - free Masses for the Diocesan Priest Departed: It is the diocesan
tradition that Diocesan Priests offer three Stipend-free Masses for the departed soul of
Rev. Fr. Boyapati Antony Reddy and as will be for all Diocesan Priests in future too.

2. Christmas Recollection: In preparation for Christmas, a recollection is arranged for
the clergy at Bishop’s House on 16 of December, 2019, starting at 9.00 am. All the
Priests are requested to participate in it.

3. Warangal CRI: Christmas program is organized on December 13, 2019 from 8:30
am to 2:00 pm. at Pastoral Centre, Fatimanagar. You are requested to bring gifts along
with you for your Christmas friend. Let’s prepare ourselves during the season of advent
to welcome Our Lord and celebrate together His Birthday- CRI President Sr. Syamala

4. Annual Returns for the year 2019, from January to December:

All Parish Priests and Heads of the Institutions are requested to start preparing Annual
Returns for the year 2019 from January to December, which are to be sent to Rome in

the First Quarter of 2019. Forms of Annual Returns will be sent to you by post along
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with Fatimavani. If you don’t get by post, please contact Chancellor & Procurator or
Secretary to Bishop, and get the forms by all means. After receiving the forms, please
fill them correctly & fully and send them latest by end of January to the Chancellor &
Procurator or Secretary to Bishop.

5. Jeevadhara Renewal Centre

“May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be everywhere loved”. As we are having Devotion to
the Sacred Heart of Jesus on every first Friday of the month in Jeevadhara Renewal
Centre, we had a special healing prayer service on Ist of November. Fr. G. Thomas
(Warangal Youth Centre Director) preached the word of God and conducted healing
service. Nearly 230 people participated in the prayer service. Our dear Bishop Udumula
Bala has asked us to set two sign boards in front of Jeevadhara (one for Confession and
one for Counseling). People are looking at the boards and started coming for the
confessions and family counseling to Jeevadhara Renewal Centre.

We pray for the people and whoever is in need of spiritual or counseling help we are
trying our best to help them in whichever way they want. Few congregations Nuns are
coming to the centre to make their confessions regularly. Many are receiving special
favors from the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Word of God, Praise and worship, healing prayers
(healing the sick) and Holy Eucharist celebration are the rich sources to the devotees in
Jeevadhara renewal centre and a lot of people are benefitting from counseling in the
centre as well. Jeevadhara renewal centre is blessed with passionate preachers and skilled
counselors. We have prayer services on every Friday starting from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm.
Every second Friday of the month we have the word of God celebration, every third
Friday of the month we conduct special healing prayers and every fourth Friday of the
month we have special prayers for the families in Jeevadhara Renewal Centre. Do visit
Jeevadhara Renewal centre and receive special blessings from Sacred Heart of Jesus.

Fr. Ch. Praveen Kumar MSC, Director

6. Report of Joint Seminar for Clergy and Religious

On 12th November the Local CRI Warangal diocese arranged Joint Seminar for Secular
clergy and Religious at Jeevadhara Spiritual centre Rampur. The day began with short
Prayer and welcome address to our Bishop Udumula Bala and to Resource person Fr.
Olvin from Bangalore and Bro. Bosco and to all the clergy and Religious Fr. Olvin took
up the Ist Session and spoke on the theme: collaboration between Secular clergy and
CRI in the missionary dimension to face the challenges of Present context.” He began
with quoting the word of God from the letter to Eph: 2/19-22 .

Every Clergy and Religious should have an attitude and readiness to co-operate, to
listen and to learn from others. Then Bishop Udumula Bala introduced about Bro. Bosco
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who is working in aize. The mission work he was doing. Bishop said that the CRI and
Clergy are having same blocks which are hindering us to go forward to do something
for the youth. Bro. Bosco shared about his mission that they approach non-Christian
and youth to increase faith in God. He said that let us help our youth who are waiting for
someone to guide them. Since this year is being year of youth let us concentrate on
youth help them to walk in the path of Christ because they are the future pillars of the
Church they should carry the same Catholic faith to the next generation.

Next we had group discussion. CRI President Sr. Syamala asked everyone to get in to
the groups according to the diocese wise to share and discus about the following Question
Discuss and arrive at two key ways that are needed for the deanery in diocese of Warangal
in today’s context. It was really a great help for clergy and religious sharing the problems,
suggesting etc. Each group selected one secretary to present the report they presented
the following. Then we proceeded for the Eucharistic celebration and during Homily
Bishop said that All Religious and Clergy should be the light of the world. All should
have mutual and evolving collaboration with the Church. The CRI and Clergy should
build up the Body of Christ which is the church the ended with the war of gratitude and
fellowship Meal.

Sr. Syamala, President

7. Lodi MSSS
1. Child Line 1098, Warangal Rural Mandal

Childline Se Dosti celebrations were organized from 14.11.2019 to 20.11.2019 in
Warangal Rural District. As part of this program we have organized Child Rights
Meetings at Nekkonda and Fr.D.Vijaya Paul Reddy has attended along with other
dignitaries.

2. Sustainable Livelihood Based Food Security program for the Marginalised
Communities of 12 villages of Raikal Mandal of Jagityal district Activities done:
a. 45 bages of vermi compost manure was lifted and applied this manure in 22 acres of
land by 22 organic cultivating farmers.

b. Through the check dams 18 acres of dry land brought into cultivation and increased
ground level water table of surrounding villages of Katkapur, Dawanpaklli & Kairigudem.

c. 185 women group members were selling vegetables and got additional income of
Rs.1500/- to Rs.3000/- per month and generated secondary source of income of their
family.

3. Protection of Adolescent Girls Project- Project Title: Protection of Adolescent
Children with focus on girls through constitutional rights, health, nutrition & education.
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Project Area: 10 Villages in Gudur Mandal of Mahabubabad District. Activities done:
In 3 high schools of Gudur Mandal, we have organized Quiz, elocution and essay writing
competitions on Child rights, child marriages, health & education and 120 children
were participated. Those who have performed well in these competitions, we have
distributed prizes to the children.

4. Sustainability Program, Devarappula Mandal 26 farmers and field staff were taken to
exposure program to model farmers producer company( FPO) at Chaganatipadu and
Nuthanki villages of Krishna , Guntur districts and interacted directors and farmers of
FPO and learnt about FPO functioning, inputs given to farmers, marketing of banana,
vegetables , Paddy and Turmeric with good market rates and learnt about support from
agriculture, horticulture departments and NABARD to FPO.

Rev. Fr. D. Vijaya Paul, Director

8. Pastoral Centre

1. As the Director of Pastoral Centre I had visited the following parishes during last
month and celebrated Holy Eucharist and encouraged the faithful and motivated them
to form new mission villages and prepare them for Bible quiz and other competitions.
The parishes that I visited are Jagital, Holiland Karunapuram, Waddapally, Fathimanagar,
Athamakur, St.Peters’s Colony, Ookal, Mogilicharla, Paidipalli, Subadari, Presentation
sisters’ karunapuram, Singaram, Janakipuram, Rampur, Kazipet and different parishes
and schools in the Diocese.

2. In Mogilicharla School a seminar, motivation class, Confessions and Eucharistic
Celebration was conducted to all the Christian children and teachers in the school on
4th Nov.

3. Animators meeting was conducted in pastoral centre on 6th Nov. on 1st December
prayer meeting and United Christmas will be celebrated in Kanchanapalli Parish By
Pastoral centre and Parish Priest and community.

4. A special program was conducted on 10th Nov in Jagital Parish in view of Mission
Sunday. Special Mass, Games and many activities was conducted by Fr. Golamari.
Joseph Parish priest and me with the help of the community to encourage them in all
things.

5. Jyotirmai Bible Quiz was conducted on 17th November 2019. Thank you for all
those who helped me to conduct this Quiz. Please send answers sheets to pastoral centre.

6. Started visiting Diocese schools and colleges with Diocese committee members.
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Informations :
* Please form New Mission stations in your parishes and encourage lay prayer groups

for this purpose. I am ready to help you from the Pastoral Centre to form and start.

* As we are entering in-to Advent season please do conduct United Christmas and
Christmas programs. I am ready to help you in Advent season.

Fr. Gopu Kamal Kumar Reddy, Director

9. WADES: Children’s Day Celebrations at St. Anthony’s High School L.M.D.
Karimnagar

Care the Children - Cure the future

On the joyous occasion of children’s day celebrations at St. Anthony’s high school,
Caused great happiness in the heart of every child in the school.

We were happy to have Rev. Fr. M. Praveen as chief guest and Rev. Fr. R. Thomas as the
special guest for the celebration. The children were inspired by the precious and priceless
messages given by the guests.

In view of this celebration various competitions like Elocution, Drawing, Essay writing
and Fancy dress competitions were conducted and the winners of those were awarded.
There was a special dance by the teachers along with dances by children. There were
also other special Events and Games both for the Teachers and Students organized by
Rev. Fr. Devan.

Fr. Gangarapu Suresh, HM. & Correspondent
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(" Fr. G. Chinnappa 12-12-1985 )
Fr. M.P. Joseph 15-12-1926
Fr. G. Balaswamy 19-12-1965
Fr. Y. Bala 19-12-1967
Fr. B. Anthony 23-12-1936
Fr. G. Thomas (Sr) 30-12-1978

@rie;s’fly Ordination atnniveﬂary

( Fr. 1. Abraham e o 21-12-1967
Fr. B. Mathias : T 18-12-1970
Fr. G. Chinnappa 21-12-1970

\_Fr. A. Prakash 29-12-1970 )
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