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Kapari Vani .....

(1. Blame Game - Fine Art of Humans |
Blamegameiscommon among humans. ItisaFineArtandisasoldas

humanity itself. Welivein aworld of excuses. Weliveinaworldin # W
whichwe evaderesponsibility for our bad actions. We claim credit | e
for good actionsand inactions! We regood at being blame-shifters. ¢ =
TheBlame Gameisnot new. It comesfrom our FALLEN NATURE.
We blamefast food restaurantsfor making usfat. We blametobacco
companiesfor giving uscancer. Weblamethe Church for our lack N

of spiritual growth. We blame God for the results of our poor

choices. But thequestionis: doweconsider ourselvesbetter off

because of playing the blamegame?L et’sseewhat playing the

blame gamereally accomplishesfor us? God created man with the ability to choose. The
choiceswemakein life have consequences, elther good or bad.

1. WePlay the Blame Gamewith Others

Theblame game started being played right after thefall of mankind (Gen. 3:12-13). Onething
clear from thisexampleisonedoesn’'t haveto lieto play the blame game. Adam and Eve
responded truthfully to God. Eve had given Adam thefruit and the serpent had deceived Eve.
So, being that what they said wastrue, don’t they havevalid excuses?Adam, “Don’t blame
me, | didn’t takethefruit fromthetree; shegavemesomefruitand| ateit. Likewise Eveand
other biblical examples, who played the blame game. Ex 32:1-8, 19-24. Aaron “Hey, these
peoplewanted agod. You know how they are; what was| supposed to do? Further, we have
thistendency to blameour parentsfor al our defectsof character (Ezek 18:1-4).

2. WePlay the Blame Gamewith God

We can seefrom the blaming of Adam-Evethat in essence they were blaming God for what
happened. “ Thewoman you put herewith me...” (Gen. 3:12). Adamwasbasically saying,
“Don’t blameme; you' retheonewho put thiswoman here. If you hadn’t donethat, | wouldn't
beinthismessright now.” Evesaidinverse 13, “ Theserpent deceived me, and | ate.” When
| read that, aquestion popped in my mind: isshe subtly blaming God for alowing the serpent
totempt her?1 could picture Eve saying, “Don’t blameme; if you hadn’t allowed thisnasty
serpent to be here, | wouldn’t bein thismessright now.” And, althoughit doesn't report them
doingthis, one can seeAdam and Eveblaming God for their sin because, after dl, hewasthe
onewho put thetreetherein thefirst place. They havevalid argumentsbefore God. Remove
thetree, removethe serpent, remove thewoman and therewould be no problems. Playing the
blame game doesn’t make matters better. It makesthem worse. When we blame othersor
God, wewill never grow. And when we blame God we see Himincorrectly and wefail to see
Himfor who Heredlly isaloving God, whosedesireisto seeusstop blaming and sart living
ablamdesslife

3. Blame Game-Taking Responsibility in aWorld of Excuses
TheFirst Coupl€e sresponserevealsOur NATURAL Reaction to the EXPOSING HAND of
GOD. We hide our wrong doingsand even ourselves. “they hid from the Lord God among
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thetreesof thegarden.” Wedo the samething (Gen 3:8). Wetoo hidefrom our parents, from
neighbours, from our Church, evenfrom GOD. Itisthe FineArt of Blaming Others. Wise
indeed inthe person who makesno attempt to either hide hissinsor to blame othersfor them.
Thereisgreat victory in honestly and forthrightly confessing our sinsand in accepting full
personal respons bility for them. Inthisage of irresponsibility, itiseasier to assign blameto
othersthan to be honest with ourselves.

4. Secret Faults

There are some peoplewho have secret faultsin their lives (Ps 19:12). These arefaultsthat
are either hidden on purpose, or not recognized by the onewho harboursit. Thedanger is
when thesefaultsbegin to causefriction with each other. Just like earthquakes occur along
fault lines, spiritual earthquakes can occur along thelines of these secret spiritua faults. We
need to avoid thisage-old tendency of blaming others. Thosewho do have ahabit of blaming
othersfor every little problem, forget what Paul said in Romans 7:18 says, "1 know that
nothing goodlivesinme, that is, in my sinful nature". Hedoesnot try to find ascapegoat for his
problems by blaming somebody else. In fact, he does not even attempt to escape moral
responsibility for hisown disobedience. Instead, Paul explainsthat our biggest obstacleto
progresslieswithin our own sinful nature.

5. Cultural Habitsdiehard: Unwillingto Confess

Many people are unconscioudy prisonersto their pregjudicial assumptions about others.
Prgiudicial peopletendto think they havetheanswerswithout first having to know al of the
facts. Habitsdie hard. Thosewho are culturally conditioned to blame other peoplehavea
hard timerepl acing thistendency with positive behaviour. Being baptized involvesgiving an
outward sgntoaninward redlity of our new birthin Christ. Few peopleredizethat everything
that isworthwhilein lifeinvolvesan upgradein our thinking. Many people get aperverse
senseof pleasurewhenthey blameothersfor dleged faults. Many peopleblame othersbecause
they areunwilling to confesstheir own sinsof commission, omission, wrong attitudesand
inadequate perceptions. Failureto speak thetruthinlove may hinder youfromgrowinginall
aspectsin Chrigt. Spiritua transformation beginswith confession of our weaknesses. Without
acontrite heart, pridewill hinder usfrom experiencing all the truth and power of God. God
knowsand God was giving Adam and Evethe chanceto confesstheir sinto him. Noticethat
they didn’t, and they fell out of fellowship with him. That’swhat happenswhen we have
unconfessed Sin.

6. Familiesand Blame Game

The Blame game began with the 1t couple. And it entered families, societiesand theworld
itsdf. Duringthisyear of Family, let usanimatefamiliesto beforth-right and accept respongibility
for their actionsand inactions. Even priestsand Consecrated try to use different excusesor
justificationswhy they cannot servethe L ord theway they should. They blamethe Church,
they blametheir family, and they blame everybody except themselves. They insist onholding
ontoavictimmentality. Many youth of today usethe excusethat they arevictimsof abroken
home, or dysfunctiond family, structural sins, and thelike. Stop blaming your family for your
lossand failure, take athorough search of your lifeand through the Word of God analyze your
lifeand accept the pitfalls. Let uspraiseloudly and blame softly!
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[I |. Message of Pope Francisfor the 26" World Day of the Sick 2018]

Mater Ecclesiae: “ Behold, your son... Behold, your mother.And from that hour the
discipletook her into hishome.” (Jn 19:26-27)

Dear Brothersand Sisters, -
The Church’'sserviceto the sick and those who carefor them must
continuewith renewed vigour, infiddity tothe Lord’scommand (cf.
Lk 9:2-6; Mt 10:1-8; Mk 6:7-13) and following thee oquent example
of her Founder and Master. Thethemefor thisyear’sDay of the Sick -
isprovided by thewordsthat Jesus spokefromthe Crossto Mary,

hisMother, and to John: “Woman, behold your son ... Behold

your mother. And from that hour the discipletook her into his

home” (Jn 19:26-27).

1. TheLord swordsbrilliantly illuminatethe mystery of the Cross, which doesnot represent
ahopel esstragedy, but rather the placewhere Jesus manifestshisglory and showshisloveto
theend. That loveinturnwasto becomethebasisand rulefor the Christian community and
thelifeof eech disciple Befored| dse, Jesus wordsarethesourceof Mary’smaternd vocation
for dl humanity. Mary wasto be, in particular, the Mother of her Son’sdisciples, caringfor
them and their journey through life. Asweknow, amother’scarefor her son or daughter
includesboththematerial and spiritua dimensionsof their upbringing. Theunspeakablepain
of the CrosspiercesMary’ssoul (cf. Lk 2:35), but doesnot paralyze her. Quitetheopposite.
AstheLord sMother, anew path of self-giving opensup before her. Onthe Cross, Jesus
showed hisconcernfor the Church and all humanity, and Mary iscalled to shareinthat same
concern. Indescribing theoutpouring of theHoly Spirit at Pentecost, theActsof theApostles
show that Mary began to carry out thisrolein the earliest community of the Church. Arole
that never ceases.

Fg -

2. John, the beloved disciple, is afigure of the Church, the messianic people. He must
acknowledge Mary ashisMother. Indoing so, heiscalled to take her into hishome, to see
inher themode of dl discipleship, and to contempl atethematerna vocation that Jesusentrusted
to her, withdl that it entails: aloving Mother who giveshbirth to children capable of loving as
Jesuscommands. Thatiswhy Mary’smaternal vocation to carefor her childrenisentrusted
to John and to the Churchasawhole. Theentirecommunity of disciplesisincludedinMary’s
materna vocation.

3. John, asadisciple who shared everything with Jesus, knowsthat the Master wantsto lead
all peopleto an encounter with the Father. He can testify to the fact that Jesus met many
peoplesuffering from spiritua sicknessdueto pride(cf. Jn8:31-39) and from physicd allments
(cf. In5:6). Hebestowed mercy and forgivenessupon al, and healed thesick asasign of the
abundant life of the Kingdom, whereevery tear will bewiped away. LikeMary, thedisciples
FATIMA VANI - FEBRUARY -2018)



arecaledto carefor oneancther, but not only that. They know that Jesus heartisopentoall
and excludesno one. The Gospel of the Kingdom must be proclaimed to al, and the charity
of Christiansmust bedirected to all, smply becausethey are persons, children of God.

4. The Church’smaterna vocation to the needy and to the sick hasfound concrete expression
throughout thetwo thousand yearsof her history inanimpressive seriesof initiativeson behalf
of thesick. Thishistory of dedication must not beforgotten. It continuesto the present day
throughout theworld. In countrieswhere adequate public hedlth care systemsexist, thework
of Cathalicreligiouscongregeationsand diocesesand their hospitalsisaimed not only at providing
quality medica care, but also at putting the human person at the centre of the healing process,
whilecarrying out scientific researchwith full respect for lifeand for Christianmora vaues. In
countrieswhere health care systems areinadequate or non-existent, the Church seeksto do
what she cantoimprove hedlth, eliminateinfant mortality and combat widespread disease.
Everywhere shetriesto provide care, even when sheisnot in apositionto offer acure. The
image of the Church asa“field hospital” that welcomesall thosewounded by lifeisavery
concreteredity, for in some partsof theworld, missionary and diocesan hospitalsaretheonly
ingtitutionsproviding necessary careto the population.

5. Jesus bestowed upon the Church hishealing power: “Thesesignswill accompany those
who believe... they will lay handson thesick, and they will recover (Mk 16:17-18). Inthe
Actsof theApostles, weread accounts of the healingsworked by Peter (cf. Acts3:4-8) and
Paul (cf. Acts14:8-11). The Church’smissionisaresponseto Jesus gift, for sheknowsthat
shemust bring to the sick the Lord’sown gaze, full of tendernessand compassion. Health
careministry will waysbe anecessary and fundamental task, to becarried out with renewed
enthusiasm by all, from parish communitiesto themost largest hedlthcareinstitutions. We
cannot forget thetender love and perseverance of many familiesin caring for their chronicaly
sick or severely disabled children, parentsand relatives. Thecaregivenwithinfamiliesisan
extraordinary witnessof lovefor the human person; it needsto befittingly acknowledged and
supported by suitablepolicies. Doctorsand nurses, priests, consecrated men and women,
volunteers, familiesand dl thosewho carefor thesick, takepartinthisecclesa misson. Itis
ashared respons bility that enrichesthevalue of thedaily servicegiven by each.

6. To Mary, Mother of tender love, wewishto entrust al thosewho areill in body and soul,
that shemay sustain themin hope. We ask her a so to help usto bewelcoming to our sick
brothersand sisters. The Church knowsthat sherequiresaspecial graceto live up to her
evangelicd task of servingthesick. May our prayersto theMother of God seeusunitedinan
Incessant pleathat every member of the Church may livewith lovethevocationto servelife
and health. May theVirgin Mary intercedefor this Twenty-sixth World Day of the Sick; may
shehelpthesick to experiencether sufferingin communionwith the Lord Jesus; and may she
support all thosewho carefor them. Toall, thesick, to healthcareworkersand to volunteers,
| cordialy impart my Apostolic Blessng.
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(I1. Letter of the Holy Father Francis]

On theOccasion of the Centenary of the Promulgation of theApostolic L etter
"Maximumillud" On theActivity carried out by theMissionariesin theWorld

Tothe Venerable Brother Cardina Fernando FILONI
Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples

On November 30, 2019 the centenary will be cel ebrated from the promul gation of theApostolic
Letter Maximumillud, withwhich Benedict XV wished to give new impetusto themissionary
responsibility to proclaim the Gospd . It was 1919: at the end of atremendousworld conflict,
whichhehimsdf called "uselessdaughter” , the Popefelt the need to evangelicaly requalify
themissionintheworld, to be cleansed of any colonial incrustation and to keep away from
those nationalistic and expangionist aimsthat so many disastershad caused. «The Church of
Godisuniversd, not a al foreignto any people», hewrote, a so urging to reject any form of
interest, snceonly the proclamation and charity of the Lord Jesus, spread with the sanctity of
lifeand with good works, are the reason for the mission. Benedict XV gave such aspecia
impulseto themiss o ad gentes, working with the conceptual and communicativetoolsused at
thetimeto awaken, especialy among the clergy, the awareness of themissionary duty.

It respondsto Jesus perennid invitation: "Go into thewholeworld and proclaim the Gospel to
every creature" (Mk 16:15). Adhering to thiscommand of the Lordisnot an optionfor the
Church: itisher "indispensabletask”, asthe Second Vatican Council recalled, insofar asthe
Church"isby itsvery nature missionary". "Evangelizing, infact, isthe grace and vocation
proper to the Church, its deepest identity. It existsto evangelise”. To correspond to this
identity and proclaim Jesuscrucified and risenfor dl, theliving Savior, the Mercy that saves,
"itisnecessary - the Council continues - that the Church, waysunder theinfluence of the
Spirit of Christ, followsthe same path followed by these, the path of poverty, obedience,
sarviceand sdf-sacrifice™, sothat the Lord really communicates,” modd of the new humanity,
that isof that humanity imbued with fraternal love, of sincerity, of aspirit of peace, which
everyonecraves".

What wasimportant to Benedict XV amost ahundred years ago and how much the Council
document remindsusfor over fifty yearsremainsfully current. Today asthen "the Church,
whichfrom Christ has been sent to revea and communicatethelove of Godtoal peopleand
all peoples, understandsthat thereis till agreat missionary work todo”. Inthisregard, St.
John Paul 11 observed that "themission of Christ the Redeemer, entrusted to the Church, is
dill far fromitscompletion” andthat "an overview of humanity showsthat thismissonisgtill at
thebeginning and that wemust commit oursaveswith al our strengthto hisservice™ . Therefore,
withwordsthat | would now liketo bring to everyone's attention, heurged the Churchtoa™
renewed missionary commitment ", in the conviction that the mission "renewsthe Church,
reinvigoratesfaith and Christianidentity, givesnew enthusiasm and new motivations. Faithis
srengthened by givingit! Thenew evangelization of the Christian peopleswill findinspiration
and support in the commitment to theuniversal mission™.
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[IV. Popewith participantsin Assembly of Pontifical Mission Societies]

Dear Brothersand Sitsters,

| welcomeyou withjoy at the end of your General Assembly and thank Cardinal Fernando
Filoni for hiswords. Withhim | greet all the Superiors, the General Secretaries, the National
Director and all of you present here.

Youwel | know my concern about the Pontifical Mission Societies, very often reduced to an
organi zation that collectsand distributes, on behaf of the Pope, economicaid for theneediest
Churches. | know that you are seeking new ways, more suitable and more ecclesia methods
to carry out your serviceto the universal mission of thechurch, let usallow ourselvesto be
sustained, in this process of urgent reform, also by the intercession of the Saints Charles
Lwangaand companions, martyrsof Uganda, whoseliturgical memory we celebratetoday.

Torenew ardour and passion, he spiritua motor of the gpostalic action of countlessmissionary
saintsand martyrs, | havevery favorably received your proposal, formul ated together with
the Congregation for the Evangelization of people, to announce an extraordinary timefor
prayer and reflection onthe missio ad gentes. | will ask al the Church to dedicatethe month
of October of theyear 2019 to thisaim, asinthat year wewill celebratethe centenary of the
Apogtalicletter Maximumillud, of PopeBenedict XV. Inthisvery important document of his
Magisterium on the mission, the Pope recalls how necessary the holiness of lifeisto the
efficacy of the apostolate, he recommends, therefore, an ever stronger union with Christ and
amore convinced and joyful involvement in hisdivine passion for announcing the Gospel to
all, loving and employing mercy towardseveryone. Men and women, “ distinguished by zedl
and holiness’, areincreasingly to the Church and to themission. “May hewho preaches God
beaman of God”, exhorted Benedict XV.

May the preparation for his extraordinary time dedicated to the first proclamation of the
Gospel help usawaysto beaChurchincreasingly in mission, following thewords of Blessed
Paul V1, in hisApostolic Exhortation Evagelli nuntiandi, magnacartaof the post-Conciliar
missionary effort. Pope Montini wrote: “ The Churchisan evangelizer, but she beginsby
beginsby being evangdlized herself. Sheisthecommunity of believers, thecommunity of hope
lived and communi cated, the community of brotherly love, and she needsto listen unceasingly
towhat shemust believe, to her reasonsfor hoping, to hisnew commandment of love. Sheis
the People of God immersed in theworld, and often tempted by idols, and sheaways needs
to hear the proclamation of the“mighty worksof God” which converted her totheLord; she
alwaysneedsto be called together afresh by Him and reunited. In brief, thismeansthat she
hasaconstant need of being evangdlized, if shewhishesto retain freshness, vigour and strength
inorder to proclaimthe Gospel”.
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(V. Missionary Childhood in our Community]

Background

Thefigureof thechild hasawayshad anirresistible and undeniableinfluence on everyone's
heart: his’her smplicity, beauty and sparkling vitality ssemsareflection of God'slife. Also
Jesus Christ, who with Hisbirth in the stable at Bethlehem and hisinfancy in Egypt and
Nazareth knew that state of loving bliss, was particularly fond of children: Let the children
cometo meand do not hinder them: for to such belongsthe kingdom of God (Lk 18:16).

Introduction

Year 2018isthe 175th anniversary of thefounding of the Pontifical Society of theMissionary
Childhood. We are happy to share the wonderful reality of the Pontifical Society of the
Missionary childhood or Holy Childhood, in order to know and take advantage of it morein
our own communities. Through Bishops, missionaries, animatorsand children, Godishelping
childrento achieveevangelizing wondersintheir families, with other children and for the sake
of universal evangelization. We a so observewithimmense gratitude that this Society isa
gpecial path for children’s Christian and Missionary maturation. Each parish, each Diocese
and theuniverse church canfed that this Society of Missionary childhood isitsown.

Thefoca point of this Society isthe particular rolethat ‘ children havein the proclamation of
the Kingdom. Infact they are particul arly suited to accepting it and living theriches of its
beauty, joy andlove. Theninthe Chrigtian language' smaIness isafascinaing spiritud category
that reflects God' s holiness. Devotion to the Child Jesusis perceived as man’s obedience;
abandonment to thefather’swill andit isclassified in statesof lifeas spiritual childhood.

Pointsfor Homily
1. Scenario of theWorld

Thereare2.2hillion childrenintheworld, with 1.9 billion living in under devel oped countries.
Thenumber of childrenmiredin poverty is1 billion- that isevery second child. Every day
nearly 30,000 children under fiveyearsdie, mostly from preventabl e causes. Human made
disasterscontinueto unfoldinAfrica, Irag, Syriaand occupied Palestineterritory. Religious,
communal and sectarian violencemakemillionsof children orphans. With morethan one-third
of itspopulation below 18 years, Indiahasthelargest young popul ationintheworld. Only
35% of hirths are registered, impacting name and nationality. One out of 16 children die
beforethey attaintheageof 1, and oneout of 11 die beforethey are 5 yearsold. 35% of the
developing world'slow-birth-weight babiesareborninIndia. 40% of child manutritioninthe
developingworldisinindia. Thedeclining number of girlsinthe0-6 agegroup isacausefor

alarm. For every 1,000 boysthere are only 927 females - even lessin some states. Out of
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every 100 children, 19 continueto be out of school. 65% of girlsin Indiaare married by the
age of 18 and become mothers soon after. Indiais home to the highest number of child
labourersintheworld. Indiahastheworld’slargest number of sexually abused children, with
achild below 16 raped every 155th minute, achild below 10 every 13th hour, and at least one
inevery 10 children sexualy abused at any point intime. Thereisno guaranteethat thegirl
child who escapesfoeticide, infanticide and isin the 0-6 age-group will escapethe cycle of
deliberate neglect that may even result in death because sheislessfed, lessencouraged to
exploretheworld, morelikely to be handed jobsto do and given lessheal thcareand medical
attention. Out-patient datafrom hospitalsin northern Indian citiesshowslower admissionsof
girl-children, and girlswho areinamore serious condition than boyswhen brought for trestment.

2. Parentshold the key to show Jesusto the children

Parentsareto lead childrentofaith so that the childrenwill encounter theLordintheir persona
lifeand accept him astheir only savior. Parentsareto belikeapole star that showed theway
tothemagi; that the star stood till to show Jesus. Each family isto belikeashining star tothe
world. Throughtheexemplary Christian life, sound faith formation, enhancing better educetion,
creating healthy environment for children we becomethedoor of faith.

3. Our wealth isto be at the disposal of others

When aperson so the misery of acancer patient he complained to God, “O God why this
man hasto suffer likethis?Can't you do something?’ God answered, “| certainly did something.

| created you.” The sufferingsintheworld are part of thereality. They arean opportunity for
theothersto exercisetheir goodness. Thewedlth, health, strength all are given sothat weuse
it for others. Gandhiji once said: “ The wealth that you haveis not yours. You are only a
custodian of the wealth. As much as you need is yours and the rest belongs to others.”

Selfishnessisthe cause for poverty and suffering. If the wealth that we haveis equitably
distributed thereisenough for everyone. Gandhiji said, “ Thereisenough for theneed of every
one but not for the greed of each one.” Buddha said, “ Desireisthe cause of sadness.” We
desiretoo much. Oursdesiresare endless and this makes a person control wealth morethan
what isrequired depriving many of their bare necessities. Itismy obligation to wipethetears
of aperson suffering. Jesus says, “ Whatsoever you do to theleast of my brothers/sistersthat
youdountome.” Loving Godispossbleonly by loving our neighbour whoisin need—"“Love
your neighbour asyourself”.
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( VI. Solemnity of Presentation of the Lord |

Fulfilling Leviticus 12:1-5 brought Joseph,
Mary and Jesusto thetemple. It wasthere -
where they met Simeon and Anna. They F
both represent the best of Old Testament + =
Judaism. Simeon, wasatruly righteousman
while Anna was a woman who was 5‘»_
dedicated to God's service and who |}
worshipped day and night. Both of them
received arevelation from God concerning
Jesusand they witnessed to Hisidentity as
Messiah.

Thiswashow Jesuswaswelcomed by theWorld

Theresponsihility of bringing up Jesusaccording to the normsand values of the Father was
placed on Joseph and Mary. Our Heavenly Father expected both Joseph and Mary to do
their part in molding the character of Jesusand making Him ready for ministry.

Our Heavenly Father hasgivento usthe sameresponsibility over our children. Although no
holy man proclaimed our children to beimportant to awaiting world and neither did aprophet
thank God for their birth and told everyone about them, God expects usto follow the model
of Joseph and Mary in parenting our children. Our Lord speaksto our heartsand hopesthat
wedo al that we canto mold our childreninto God-loving and God-fearingindividuas. He
wantsusto lead our childreninto adiscipleship with Chrit, not only to makethem physicaly
strong but spiritudly sturdy to receiveHisblessings. Hisdesireisfor our childrento bespiritualy
equipped towalk confidently the unknown path of life.

God has anointed usto be Hismessenger (Lo, | am sending my messenger to preparethe
way before me) to prepare Hisway unto the hearts of our children sothat all of us, parents
and children alike, may endure when He comes and appearsto bring all of us back to our
Father’shome... so that wemay grow and become strong and befilled with Hiswisdom. So
that Hisfavor may beuponal!

[VI |. Feast of Our Lady of Lourd%]

The Church celebratesthememorid of Our Lady of Lourdes. Thistitleand apparition of our
Blessed Mother hasawaysheld aspecial placeinthe hearts of the Fathersof Mercy — it
was at Lourdes that Our Lady called herself “The Immaculate Conception” — and our
community isconsecrated to her under that very title. Arethereafew lessonsthat we can

learnfromtoday’ sfeast day?
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Our Lady asked St. Bernadette, then till ayoung peasant
girl, to“pray for theconversionof sinners.” Bernadettedid
not understand what that meant, and when she would ask,
Our Lady wouldjust smile. How beautiful itiswhenaperson
still hasthat fundamental innocence! Would that weall still

had that child-likeinnocencewherewe are not even aware
that thereare peoplewho deliberately offend Almighty God!

But most of ustoday, even most children, nolonger havethat
innocence. Our children areexposedtotheredlity of evil ata
very young age. Would it not be better to shieldthem, tolet
them be surrounded by virtue and thelove of God and al that
isgood and beautiful for aslong aspossible? Thisisnot to
say that they should not be taught right from wrong, good
fromevil, virtuefromvice— but thisteaching should bedone
whenthey aretruly ready for it; it should not beforced upon
them at too young of an age.

Dowepray, onafrequent basis, for the conversion of snners? Somemight say: “Butweare
al snners’ — and soweare. Soweneedto pray for oursalves, and dl of our fellow menand
women who are caught up invariousformsof sinful behavior.

[VIII. Lent: Time for Change]

Few timesinthe Christian year call usto reflect on transformational changelikeLent leading
toward Easter. Springtimeislush with rebirth, new beginnings, and new growth. Too often,
however, we want to race to the Easter Resurrection without fully embracing the Lenten
processthat leadsthere. Lent reflectstheforty daysthat Jesuswandered in thewilderness—
tempted by Satan — in readinessfor aministry destined to end in tragedy. Few of uscan
relateto thelevel of sacrifice and commitment that Jesusdisplayed in hisforty days, yet Lent
provides uswith an opportunity to deepen our spirituality by engaginginregular discipline
from Ash Wednesday through Easter Sunday. Thewilderness— the desert daysof Lent —
isthetrue path toward spiritual transformation.

Thereisacompelling metaphor that hel ps us embrace the wildernessand preventsusfrom
racing to Easter. It isthe metaphor of the seed. Jesus began histeaching ministry with the
parable of the sower (Matthew 13) and referred to seeds and trees, fruit and branches,
throughout hisministry. To seethe metaphor of Christian growth and spiritual devel opment
contained in aseed isto learn valuabl e lessons about change and transformation. Receive
these six lessonsfrom the seed assix weekly devotionalsfor this L enten season. Incorporate
them into your daily meditationsso that they might grow tofull bloominyour heart.
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TheThreePracticesof Lent: Praying, Fasting. Almsgiving

a) Fagting: Fast from watching tel evision one night each week so that you can spend time
on al enten practice, such as praying, reading the Bible and serving others.

Fast from one movieduring Lent and givethemoney ... and thetimein serviceto others.
Fast from using foul language and put-downs and start affirming the good in other people.
Fast from buying new thingslike clothes, music, magazines, or jewelry and makeadonétion. ..

Fast from spending money on entertainment and make a donation of time or money that
servesothers.

Fast from holding resentmentsand start practicing forgiveness.

Fast from gossiping or being dishonest and start the practice of alwaysbeing truthful and
honest.

Fast from afavorite snack food or drink and set aside the money you would have spent to
donateto aspecia charity.

Fast from being angry or upset with peoplewho have hurt or offended you, and pray for the
couragetoforgivethem.

Fast fromfeding guilty and angry at yoursdf for thingsyou have donewrong, instead remember
God'sgresat lovefor you

b) Praying: Pray for aforgiving heart and ask the peopleyou have hurt to forgive you.
Participatein Ash Wednesday serviceswithyour family.

Participatein the Stations of the Crossduring Lent.

Participatein the Sacrament of Reconciliation during Lent.

Rent thevideo, The Prince of Egypt. Watch the video and read the story of Mosesfromthe
Book of Exodus, chapters2-15. Try to read one chapter each day. Be sureto read the story
of the Passover in chapters 12 through 13:22.

List threeblessingsyou have been given. Say aprayer to God, giving thanksfor theblessings
inyour life.

Pray for the children and families who are homel ess, and think about ways you and your
family might helpthem.

¢) Serving/Almsgiving : Show an act of kindnessto each family member today.

Show an act of kindnessto afriend and to someonewho isdifficult tolike.
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Together with your family, spend time serving othersduring Lent. Work at asoup kitchen or
homelessshdlter. Visit ederly peoplewho arein nursing homesor are shut-ins.

Bring food or clothing to the parish or community food pantry, food bank, or homelessshelter.
Do someone else'schoresoneday thisweek.
Donateanew item of children’sclothing to thelocal homelessshelter or clothing center.

Go through your closet and find some clothesin good shapeto give away to other children
who arein need of clothes.

Writealetter or createacard for someonewhoissick or might belonely.
Buy acan of food to giveto afood bank or homel ess shelter.

Tak with your family about egting onesimplemeal each week of Lent and putting the money
you savein the Operation Rice Bowl! box or giving the money to asoup kitchen or homeless
shelter.

(X. Feast of See of . Peter, the Apostle]

Feast of the Chair of Peter celebrates not only the triumph of
Christ’sgracein the heart and soul of Peter, but hisstatusas |
the primary pastor and teacher of the Church. Thechairisthe
symbol of histeaching authority, asit isof every bishop. Peter ¢
(d. ca. 64) was Jesus' chief apostle whom later Catholic i
tradition regards as the first pope. Born in the village of |
Bethsaida.on the Seaof Galilee, hisoriginal Hebrew name |
wasrendered in Greek as Simon, but Jesus gave him anew
name, the Aramaic word for “rock” rendered in Greek as
Kephas. The name Peter isatrand ation of the Aramaic word.
Sometimes heisreferred toin the New Testament as Simon
Peter. Peter was married and remained so even after becoming
adisciple(Mk 1:29-31; 1 Cor 9:5).

Our cultureisjust ashostile and opposed to Jesusaswhen Hefirst asked the question” “Who
domen say that |, the Son of Man, am?’ (Mt 16:13). Asin Jesus day, peopleoffer alonglist
of inadequate and incorrect ideas about Jesus, ranging from*“just agood teacher” al theway
to“divisive’ and “intolerant.” Therea question wasand continuesto be: “Who do you say
that1 am?’ (Mt 16:15). Peter boldly declared, “ You arethe Chrigt, the Son of theliving God”
(Mt 16:16). Jesus said that Peter’ s accurate confession wasa God-given insight and that he
was blessed because of hisdeclaration (Mt 16:17).

Join Peter in confessing that Jesusisyour Savior. Your lifewill be bolstered and blessed. “ O
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receives Him today who so loved you that Hedied on the crossfor your sin; O believe Him
and open your heart’sdoor; L et the Savior who lovesyou comein.” Whoever believesthat
Jesusisthe Christisborn of God (1.Jn5:1). Thisisour faith. Only an authenticfaith will give
usthestrength tolive out our Christian commitment. Aswe celebratethe Eucharist, let uspray
that our faith, and that of our whole church, may be strengthened.

(XI. Bishop’s Engagements for the Month of February-2018)

01 : Office

01-09 CBCI General Body Mesting at Bangaore

10 Clergy and Religious Joint Recollection at Jeevadhara Centre, Rampur and
Planning FatimaThirunalla(Diocese-wise) and Year of Family (Deanery wise)
4:00 pm Holy Matrimony at Cathedral

1 9:00 am. To 3:30 pm.; Feast of Our Lady of L ourdes, World day of Sick

12 Office

13 Ordination to Diaconate at Jeevadhara

14 Ash Wednesday Massin Cathedral

15 Office

16 Youth Fasting and Praying; Massat ArunodayaYouth Centre

17-18 TAP RectorsMeeting at Sanigudem, Eluru Diocese

19 Vigtationto St. John'sRegional Philosophate, Vizag

20-23 FABC Mestings, Bangkok, Thailand

25 Family Sunday: Fatimanagar

26-28 Classesand Vigtation, St. John's, Ramanthapur, Hyderabad.

March-2018

01 . Cherid VillageFeast; Blessing of Village EntranceArch

02 am. Office; pm. Flag hoisting and Massfor FatimaThirunallaat 5:30pm

03 Office

04 ARM S Exco Meeting at Bishop’sHouse, Fatimanagar

05-8 CCI and TCBC Meetings, Hyderabad

09 Office

10 Office
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1 : FatimaThirundla-1st Day: Married Couples/Family Day

12 :  FatimaThirunalla-2nd Day: am Word of God and Healing Convention and pm
Procession Our Lady of Fatima, Candle-lit Procession and Benediction, Night
Cultura Programe

13 :  FatimaThirunala-3rd Day: Solemn Holy Mass followed by Blessings and
Veneration of Our Lady of Fatima.

pm Lowering theMarian Flag.

( XII. Communication |

1. FULL DAY Monthly Recollection Organized by the CRI unit WARANGAL : All
the Secular Priestsand the Consecrated areinvited for the Full-Day of Recollection on February
10,2018 at 9:00 amto 3:30 pm at JeevadharaRetreat Centre, Rampur. Thisisarareopportunity
and all are expected to attend and also plan for FatimaThirunallaand the special Warangd
year of Family.

Theme: The Consecrated and Diocesan Priests Collaboratorsin the Mission of the Church.
Regigtration Fee, Rs. 200/- Kindly attend without falil.

2. World Day of the Sick : Every year the Church celebratesthe World Day of the Sick on
the 11th of February, onthefeast day of Our Lady of Lourds. | request all the parish priests
to observeit meaningfully-kindly arrangeHedling Mass, convention and Hedling and ddliverance
of evil spirits.

3. Holy Childhood Day : Thisyear the Holy Childhood Day fallson the 11th of February.
Parish Priestsand Heads of Ingtitutions are requested to observe the Day and makeaspecia
collection and send it to the diocesan office by the end of themonth. Kindly animate Catholic
childrenin Schools& Hostel swith specia preaching, prayer and contribution. L et them thank
the Holy Childhood office and learn to help the poorest children. They should be guidedto
conduct activitiesand raisefundsfor poorer childrenthan they are.

4. Season of L ent-Ash Wednesday : Thisyear, Ash Wednesday isfaling on 14th of February,
2018, onwhich the holy L enten period begins. All the Parish Priestsare requested to make
surethat the way of the crossis conducted in all our Parish Churches/ Chapels on every
Wednesday and on every Friday during the Lenten season. All the Heads of the Institutions
arerequested to make surethat Catholic child/ youth participatein the*Way of the Cross

servicein Parish Churches/Chapelson Wednesdays & Fridays. Itisthegreat responsbility of
all of usto promote solid and strong Catholic Faith Formation of al Catholic children/youth/
adultsin Parishesand Ingtitutions, whichislive, celebrate and sharewith others.
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TheL aw of Abstinence (keeping away from meat) : The Catholicswho have completed
14 yearsof ageareto observethelaw of abstinence on Ash Wednesday and on all Fridaysof
Lent.

Law of Fasting : Thelaw of fasting isto be observed on Ash Wednesday and on Good
Friday, by al thosewho have completed 18 yearsof age and have not yet begun the 60th year
of their age.

5. NoFinancial Transactionsfrom 20th of Marchto3rd of April 2018: Asthefinancia
year 2017 - 2018 will come to a close on 31st of March 2018, there will be no financial
transactionsin Bishop’sHousefrom 20th of Marchto 3rd April, 2018.

[XIV. Information]

1. Newsfrom Family Commission

Inthe context of Pope FrancisApostolic Exhortation,

AmorisLetitiaand the recommendation of the CCBI

and in consultation with thethe Family Commission

of the Diocese of Warangal, our Bishop Most Rev.

Dr. UdumalaBalahas decreed that in the diocese of

Warangd, al men and women who would liketo get

married inthe Church should attend the pre-marital

Course and get a Certificate. On the decree of the

Bishop thefamily Commission hastaken up responsibility to conduct the pre-marital Course
monthly or bimonthly. Thefirst Coursewas conducted on 9 and 10 December 2017. Thirty
five would be married men and women attended the Course. To our surprise that many
attended though thefirst Coursein the diocese of Warangal which was encouraging to go
ahead to conduct the Coursesin the New Year 2018.

The second Coursewas conducted on 13, 14 January 2018. This course astonished everyone
with thetotal number of participantsin this Course, whichwas 117 far beyond expectations,
for which weare happy that the young men and women eager to learn something beforethey
enter Sacrament of Holy Matrimony.

The Courses are conducted by the encouragement and guidance of our dear Bishop Dr.
UdumaaBaa, wethank himfor hiskeeninterest and personal involvementinthe Course. In
other wordsit wasfor building up the Familiesand thusbuilding up the Domestic Church. We
also thank the Family Commission membersfor organizing and conducting the Courseson
regular basis. We thank Mr SundarRao and family (Couples) for conducting most of the
classes and for their dedicated and valuable services, who come from Hyderabad every

month.
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TheTopicsdedlt arerelevant and practical that would help towardstheir happy marriedlife.
Themainresource personsarewel | experienced handling the youth and guiding thewould be
young couples. We request everyone to pray and cooperate for the success of this new
venturein our diocese of Warangd . Findly, wethank al the Parish Priestswho did agoodjob
motivating the people, hats off to them. Wethank all Parish Priestsand the Pastoral Center
Director who help usinoneway or the other. At theend of every Coursereview isconducted.
Your suggestionsarewelcome.

Fr.Y Chinnappareddy, Director of Family Commission

2. Newsfrom L odi
January month ushers in the New Year and ) :
everybody isanxiousto know what isin storefor '_‘f‘?&* —
them, thewomenwith twelve starson head “ The | ”
mother of God” goeson accompany Lodi MSSS = :
onthewingsof peaceand it providesaquick ook ‘T
at thelikely happeningsin the month of January
for thedifferent project zone.

Project Title : Improving livelihood of the
Marginalized communitiesin Lingala Ghanpur
Mandal of Warangd district.

In Chilpur Mandal to bring about overall sustai nable development by improving livelihood
and income generation among 6000 marginalized familiesthe project activitiesimplemented
by distributing Pheromonetraps, neemoil, and yellow strips.

Project Name: NABARD-WATERSHED PROGRAMME (sustainable devel opment plan)
Dornakal and Kuravi mandal

Conducted training program on Nutrient deficiency management in Soil for100 Farmersand

Vegetable garden demonstration plotswere prepared in 20 villagesto promote traditional
crops.

Project title: Revolving Fund L oansand FatimaFederation

Second Group Federation Formation Process launched in Mallakpalli Parish on 18"
January2018 besidesthe existing group of 30 parishes.

Project title: KOLPING

Kolping Group Medting hed a Kyathampalli villageon 16th December 2017. Financid support
towards sanitation facility provided to 35 Kolping members. Mr. Jaya Kiran, Kolping
Coordinator introduced Kol ping activitiesin Mallakpalli Parish on 18th January 2018.

Fr. D. Vijyapaul, Director of Lodi
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3. Newsfrom Arunodaya Youth Centre

Vigtingof Youth Groups: Fr.Anil, the Diocesan
Youth Director had visited the Youth of the
following villages. Parkal, Yellapur, Jayagiri,
Gorrekunta, Uppugallu, Deshaipet, Elukurthy,
Dharmasagar, Valbhapur, Kazipet and
Bheemaram. Fr. Anil celebratedtheMASSand
after completing heinteracted with theyouth about
their works to the church. He strengthened the »
youth with histalksand al so informed about the F
coursesoffered in ArunodayaYouth Center. )

National Youth Day - 12th January : National Youth Day iscelebrated withthegreat joy
and enthusiasmin ArunodayaYouth Center every year on 12th of January to commemorate
thebirthday of Swami Vivekananda, maker of themodern India, who inspired all theyouths
of country with hisphilosophy and hisideals. Plantation program was done by the Youth
Director and the Diocesan Committee Membersin ArunodayaYouth Center.

Fr. S. Balashowry gaveatak on“LEADERSHIPSKILLS’ by giving examplesfrom the
Bible. Bro.Paul spoketo the youth about their rolein the Catholic Church. After theprogram
the Presidentsand Secretariesof variousvillageswho participated in the program visited ST.
ANN’SHOME FOR THEAGED and distributed fruitsto al theinmates. They also spent
sometimetalkingwith al theinmates.

Sagar Gabbeta Elected asNational Youth Vice President

Sagar Gabbeta from our Diocese had been elected as National Youth Vice-President for
ICY M (Indian Catholic Youth Movement) for the period of 2018 to 2020.Earlier herendered
hisservicesasaPresident for the Youth of OURLADY OF FATIMA CATHEDRAL -Parish
Leve, Treasurer inARUNODAYAY OUTH CENTER-WARANGAL DIOCESE, Regiond
Youth President for Telangana& AndhraPradesh.

SportsDay Ceebrations: With the blessings and Encouragement of our Diocesan Youth
Chairman Mogt Rev Bishop UdumaaBala, Fr.Anil dongwith the Diocesan Youth Committee
conducted Sports such as Cricket, Volley ball, Throw ball, Long Jump, Running, Musical
Chair and Shot Put for all the Youth of our Diocesein Bishop BerettaHigh School with the
support of Fr.YagaReddy, to bring out the hidden talents of our youth. Fr.Vijay Kumar the 1st
Youth Director of Arunodayaouth Center graced thisoccasion and started it with aprayer.
200 above youth participated in thisevent from various villages. After compl etion of the
gportsFr.Anil, Diocesan Youth Director distributed the prizes. Overall Championshipisgiven
to Station Ghanpur.
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4. Newsfrom FCT Scholar ship Office

a) Ond-day seminar : On 13th January from9am
to4 p.m FCT office conducted seminar for thecollege
students who did not attend the seminar on 1st and
2nd October 2017 at JeevadharaCenter in Rampur.
After the words of welcome, there was praise and
worship. Theresource person was Fr. Praveen, parish §
priest of Rampur parish. In histalkshe said that the |
lifeof any youth cut off from Jesuswill fadeaway but

united with Himwill bear much fruit. Hetold them to have short term goalsand long term
godsinthepersuit of their career. At 11.45 Fr. Joseph, parish priest of Janakipuram celebrated
Holy Eucharist. In the homily he spoke about theimportance of relationship of love, trust,
sacrifice and obedience among the family members. At 3.30 written catechism exam was
conducted for the students. Then Fr. Martin, thedirector reminded the studentstoincul cate
thereverentia fear of God and fear/sense of snwhichwill help them to discern good and bad
andtobeontheir guard. 180 college students participated in thisseminar. Thedirector thanked
Fr. Joshuva, the superior, Fr. Praveen, Fr. Joseph and their seminariansfor their collaboration.

b) Visit of the Sponsors: From 21 to 25" January A

we had the pleasure of thevisit of Fr. Franco Nanni TS SOl W :
OFM Cap together with two sponsorsfrom Italy and ' — —
also on 25th and 26th agroup of 9 italian sponsors _-
and friends of Fr. Colombo visited us. We visited

Colombo Memorid school at Nekkonda, Elkathurthy, § &
Karunapuram and Bishop Beretta school hostel. S i Yol
Children gaveusacolourful welcomewith flower

garlands, shawlsand dances. The children said that they were happy to seethe sponsors but
the sponsorstold them that they were more happy to seethem and are proud of the students
who successfully completed their studiesand now aredoing jobs. They thanked them for their
love, warmth and prayers. Our Bishop Most Rev. Dr. UdumalaBalaa so accompanied them
to Banjaramisssion and Fr. Colombo Memoria school. They appreciated our committed
effortsinthefield of the education.

Fr. G BaaMartin, Director of FCT

5. News from WADES Desk
Unearthing Rura Talent through Technical Education

Christu Jyoti Institute of Technology and Sciences (CJITS), Colombonagar,Janagoan Dt,
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To give shapeto thedreamsof late Fr.Augusto Colombo, PIME, Warangal Diocese opened
CJITS. Strivingto unearththerurd taent theinstitute made namefor its Catholic value based
technical education. Beginning with 180 studentsin 1988 the strength amazingly grew upto
2200. Under the able leadership of Most Rev.Dr.Udumala Bala, the President/General
Manager, the collegeispaving pathsfor innovation and inventionin technicd field.

Srengths

NBA & NAAC accredited; Own self-funded Research & Development Cell; Organizes
summits, workshops and guest lecturersfrom collaborated ingtitutions, industry?like 1 T's
and NIT W; Student counseling; Central Library and Departmental librarieswith Internet
facility, with 30,000 volumes, E-Journas, National and I nternational Journds; Fully equipped
Laboratoriesin al branches; High speed wi-Fi facility Separate hostel facility for 200 Boys
and 200 Girls, Staff quarters; Spaciousplay grounds; College busfacility fromWarangal,
Janagaon , Cheria ?& Palakurthy.

Achievements: Innovative projectslikeAir Car, Solar Car, Solar tricycle, Solar Bicycle,
EPodium, Smart Plane Robo

Courses offered 2017-18

Polytechnic Diplomain Engineering (3Yrs): Civil, ECE, EEE and Mech. branchesBachel or
of Technology (4 Yrs): Civil, CSE, ECE, EEE, and Mech. Master of Technology (2 Yrs):
CSE, EPS (Electrica Power Systems)

Fr. T. Augustine, Director & Dr.Chandrashekar Reddy, Principal, CITS

6. Newsfrom Pastoral Centre

Servicesof the Diocesan Charismatic Team: Wethe diocesan charismatic team, formed by
thedirectionsof Our bishop Dr. UdumaaBaa, ishaving specid prayer servicesmainly night
vigil prayer servicestwice amonth since inception. Before serving in parishes, the team
membersfelt the need to strengthen themsel vesin the spirit of prayer and word of God. The
team, with the permission of Fr. M. Anand, conducted night prayer servicein Kazipet parish
on 16th of January from 9.45 PM to 3.30Am. Thoughitisnot usua for the people, yet they
participated without drowsiness. They felt it to be spirit lead prayer service. We thank our
bishop for having encouraged to from the diocesan charismatic team and render effective
services. Weplan further to reach out into parishes.

New mission village: Hasaparthy proper: With the cooperation of Fr.Jerome, 30 familiesin
Hasanaprthy arebeing prepared for baptism to be administered withinamonth. Itisafruit of
evangdlizationfor anyear.

BCC program: 5 villagesare taken up under BCC (basic Christian Community) programin
thediocese. Thedirector and the coordinator aretaking care of thisprogram.

Fr. Dasari Joseph, Director of Pastoral Centre
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