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Hearty Congratulations to our Bishop

Most Rev. Dr. UDUMALA BALA

for having been elected as National Chairman
of CCBI commission for Clergy, Religious and Seminaries



KAPARI VANIL...
WONDER OF FATIMA, WORTHY OF BELIEF

The Diocese of Warangal is one of the few dioceses in the world, which
are blessed to have Our Lady of Fatima as its Patroness. Are the
apparitions or visions at Fatima a story or a fact, or merely a matter
of faith? Perhaps it is time to go deeper into the mystery of God’s
Revelation/s in our times especially through the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Do the narratives of Mother Mary’s apparitions to be believed at
their face value without rational verification? How do we need

to view divine intervention in this world especially in this age

of science over religion? What is the teaching of the Church
regarding private revelations? Are they infallible teachings of

the Church? What, if some have problems regarding private
revelations, which in today’s world seems to be on the
increase? Is the Catholic faith especially regarding apparitions, ~

not only of our Lady but also of Our Lord Jesus Christ and some other saints? Let us
ponder for a while.

A=)

Faith and Reason : Faith and Reason are the two wings with which a Christian can fly high
in order to grasp the truth of Catholic Beliefs. If they are properly employed, they would
never produce contradictory claims. Some have held that there can be no conflict between
the two, whereas some others have maintained that faith and reason necessarily be in
conflict with each other’s propositions. Soren Kierkegaard, for example, prioritizes faith
even to the point that it becomes positively irrational, while John Locke emphasizes the
reasonableness of faith to such an extent that a religious or theological doctrine’s
irrationality conflict with known facts is a sign that it is unsound. Other thinkers have
theorized that faith and reason each govern their own separate domains, saying that if it
is a religious matter it is of faith and if the claim of is scientific, empirical or logical reason
prevails. Let us examine the fact of Fatima from the Catholic Understanding of the
relationship between faith and reason and not from the angle of ‘science versus religion’.

Our Lady of Fatima : The title of Our Lady of Fatima refers to the Virgin Mary, based on
apparitions experienced by three shepherd children Lucia Santos and Jacinta and Francisco
Marto at Fatima in Portugal. The apparition is also referred to as Our Lady of the Rosary
because the children said the apparition called herself the "Lady of the Rosary". The events
at Fatima gained more fame due to elements of secrets, prophecy and eschatology,
particularly with regard to World Wars. Chief among these is also the alleged urgent need
for the Consecration of Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. After a canonical enquiry,
the reported apparitions at Fatima were officially declared ‘worthy of belief’ by the Catholic
Church in 1930. Popes Pius XIl, John XXIII, Paul VI, John Paul Il and Benedict XVI voiced
their acceptance of the supernatural origin of the Fatima events. John Paul Il credited Our
Lady of Fatima with saving his life following an assassination attempt on the Feast of Our
Lady of Fatima, 1981. He donated the bullet that wounded him to the Roman Catholic
sanctuary at Fatima, Portugal.
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Initial Apparitions : On May 13, 1917, Lucia described seeing a lady "brighter than the
sun, shedding rays of light clearer and stronger than a crystal goblet filled with the most
sparkling water and pierced by the burning rays of the sun". While they had never spoken
to anyone about the angel, Jacinta divulged her sightings to her family despite Lucia's
admonition to keep this experience private. Her disbelieving mother told neighbors as a
joke, and within a day the whole village knew. Further appearances were reported on
June 13 and July 13. In these, the lady asked the children to do penance and Acts of
Reparation and make personal sacrifices to save sinners. According to Lucia’s account,
the lady also confided to the children three secrets.

The Three Secrets of Fatima : The first secret was a vision of hell and the second secret
included Mary's instructions on how to save souls from hell and convert the world to the
Christian faith, were revealed by Lucia in her Third Memaoir. According to Sister Lucia, the
Virgin Mary promised that the Consecration of Russia would lead to Russia's conversion
and an era of peace. Pope Pius XII, in his Apostolic Letter Sacro Vergente of 7 July 1952,
consecrated Russia to the Blessed Virgin Mary. Pope John Paul Il again consecrated the
entire world to the Virgin Mary in 1984, without explicitly mentioning Russia. Sister Lucia
died, as recently as known to us, on February 13, 2005. The third secret, a vision of the
death of the Pope and other religious figures, seen as fulfilled in the shooting of John Paul
Il'in 1981.

Official Stand of the Church : Private revelations do not form part of the deposit of faith
of the Catholic Church, and its members are not bound to believe in any of them. However,
as a matter of prudence, assent would normally be expected of a Catholic based on the
discernment of the Church and its judgment that an apparition is worthy of belief. After a
canonical enquiry, the visions of Fatima were officially declared "worthy of belief in October
1930 by the Bishop of Leiria-Fatima. Ecclesiastical approbation does not imply that the
Church provides an infallible guarantee on the supernatural nature of the event.
Theologians like Karl Rahner argued, that Popes, by authoritatively fostering the Marian
veneration in places as Fatima and Lourdes, motivate the faithful into an acceptance of
divine faith.

Let us rejoice and thank God for strengthening the Catholic faith by revealing the meaning
of the three secrets and fulfilment of the many prophecies. May all the devotees of Mary
come seeking not only her maternal solicitude but also to admire the notion of ‘Our
Lady’, be like the “‘WOMAN’ figuring in Genesis 3: 15 and, John 2: 4, 26 and Rev. 12: 1-6.
She is the ‘Morning Star of the Evangelization’ and in our Times, of ‘New Evangelization’.
May WARANGAL flourish in the task of giving Christ to the world, as she gloriously did.

I. LENT : MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS

Lent is a time of renewal for the whole Church, for each communities and every believer.
Above all it is a “time of grace” (2 Cor6:2). God does not ask of us anything that he himself
has not first given us. “We love because he first has loved us” (1 Jn 4:19). He is not aloof
from us. Each one of us has a place in his heart. He knows us by name, he cares for us and
he seeks us out whenever we turn away from him. He is interested in each of us; his love
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does not allow him to be indifferent to what happens to us. Usually, when we are healthy
and comfortable, we forget about others (something God the Father never does): we are
unconcerned with their problems, their sufferings and the injustices they endure... Our
heart grows cold. As long as | am relatively healthy and comfortable, | don’t think about
those less well off. Today, this selfish attitude of indifference has taken on global
proportions, to the extent that we can speak of a globalization of indifference. It is a
problem which we, as Christians, need to confront.

When the people of God are converted to his love,
they find answers to the questions that history
continually raises. One of the most urgent #
challenges which | would like to address in this
Message is precisely the globalization of
indifference. Indifference to our neighbour and
to God also represents a real temptation for us
Christians. Each year during Lent we need to
hear once more the voice of the prophets who

cry out and trouble our conscience.

God is not indifferent to our world; he so y 3
loves it that he gave his Son for our |
salvation. In the Incarnation, in the earthly

life, death, and resurrection of the Son of

God, the gate between God and man, between heaven and earth, opens once for all. The
Church is like the hand holding open this gate, thanks to her proclamation of God’s word,
her celebration of the sacraments and her witness of the faith which works through love
(cf. Gal 5:6). But the world tends to withdraw into itself and shut that door through which
God comes into the world and the world comes to him. Hence the hand, which is the
Church, must never be surprised if it is rejected, crushed and wounded.

God'’s people, then, need this interior renewal, lest we become indifferent and withdraw
into ourselves.

Il. OUR LADY OF FATHIMA : THE MIRACLE OF THE SUN

The story of a famous miracle in Fatima, Portugal, began in May 1917, when three children
(ages 7, 9, and 10) claimed to have encountered the Virgin Mary on their way home from
tending a flock of sheep. The oldest girl, Lucia, was the only one to speak to her, and Mary
told the children that she would reappear to them on the thirteenth day of the next six
months. She then vanished.

The children soon told their parents, and while some in the village didn't believe their
tale, others did — and told more people. As the weeks and months passed, more and
more of the faithful made pilgrimages to Fatima, where the children claimed to receive
Mary's visits. Still no one else saw the Virgin Mary; instead, the gathered adults would
stand riveted as Lucia took the lead and began to describe her visions. It was Mary's final
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appearance, on Oct. 13, 1917, that became the most famous.
As the crowd watched, they did not see all the visions to which
the children were favored, but they were able to gaze directly
at the sun as it faded and glowed in different ways. It gave off
amazing shafts of colorful light in various directions as it
appeared to spin and dance. Suddenly, it appeared to zig-zag
downward, hurtling toward the people. Many screamed out in
terror, many begging for mercy, others praying the Act of
Contrition. As suddenly as it had appeared to be falling toward
them, the sun swerved back into its orbit and took its normal
place. The rain had stopped and everything, including the
muddy ground, was dry. The promised miracle had indeed

occurred as promised. i Al
lll. ST. JOSEPH, SPOUSE OF BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

St. Joseph was an ordinary manual laborer although
descended from the royal house of David. In the designs of
Providence he was destined to become the spouse of the FF
Mother of God. His high privilege is expressed in a single
phrase, "Foster-father of Jesus." About him Sacred Scripture
has little more to say than that he was a just man-an
expression which indicates how faithfully he fulfilled his high
trust of protecting and guarding God's greatest treasures
upon earth, Jesus and Mary.

The darkest hours of his life may well have been those when
he first learned of Mary's pregnancy; but precisely in this
time of trial Joseph showed himself great. His suffering, which
likewise formed a part of the work of the redemption, was
not without great providential import: Joseph was to be, for
all times, the trustworthy witness of the Messiah's virgin birth. After this, he modestly
retires into the background of Holy Scripture.

Of St. Joseph's death the Bible tells us nothing. There are indications, however, that he
died before the beginning of Christ's public life. His was the most beautiful death that
one could have, in the arms of Jesus and Mary. Humbly and unknown, he passed his years
at Nazareth, silent and almost forgotten he remained in the background through centuries
of Church history. Only in more recent times has he been accorded greater honor. Liturgical
veneration of St. Joseph began in the fifteenth century, fostered by Sts. Brigid of Sweden
and Bernadine of Siena. St. Teresa, too, did much to further his cult.

At present there are two major feasts in his honor. On March 19 our veneration is directed
to him personally and to his part in the work of redemption, while on May 1 we honor
him as the patron of workmen throughout the world and as our guide in the difficult
matter of establishing equitable norms regarding obligations and rights in the social order.
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IV. THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD
The Annunciation is a mystery that belongs to the temporal rather than /i
to the senatorial cycle in the Church's calendar. For the feast |
commemorates the most sublime moment in the history of time, the
moment when the Second Divine Person of the most Holy Trinity
assumed human nature in the womb of the Virgin Mary. Thus it is a
feast of our Lord, even as it is of Mary, although the liturgy centers
wholly around the Mother of God.
The great mystery of the Incarnation was achieved on the twenty-fifth
day of March. It was at the hour of midnight, when the most holy Virgin
was alone and absorbed in prayer, that the Archangel Gabriel appeared
before her, and asked her, in the name of the blessed Trinity, to consent to become the
Mother of God.

V. SUMMARY OF THE POPE'S MESSAGE FOR WORLD YOUTH DAY:

“HAVE THE COURAGE TO BE HAPPY”

Vatican City, 17 February 2015 (VIS) - “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see
God” is the title of the Holy Father's message for the thirtieth World Youth Day, celebrated
every year on Palm Sunday. The Pope continues his reflection on the Beatitudes, and
after referring to his previous messages on “revolutionary meaning” and the “powerful
summons of Jesus to embark courageously upon the exciting quest for happiness”, he
goes on to focus on “the desire for happiness”, starting from the first chapters of the
Book of Genesis which “shows to us the splendid beatitude to which we are called” and
“consists in perfect communion with God, with others, with nature, and with ourselves”.
Francis divides his message into four parts. After speaking about the desire for happiness,
he analyses the sixth beatitude paragraph by paragraph, explaining purity of heart. If the
heart is considered in the Bible to be the “centre of the emotions, thoughts and intentions
of the human person”, its purity consists fundamentally in the absence of contaminants
such as hate, cowardice, and envy. He then turns to the care for creation, so that it does
not become contaminated, and invites a “human ecology” that “ will help us to breathe
the pure air that comes from beauty, from true love, and from holiness”. Francis also
urged the young not to allow their ability to love or be loved be instrumentalised or
impaired, and not to trivialise love.

In the third part, “.. for they shall see God”, he recalls that Jesus “awaits us always with
openarms”, and calls to all “in whatever place or situation you find yourself”. “Encountering
God in prayer, the reading of the Bible and in fraternal life will help you better to know
the Lord and yourselves”, writes the Pope. “Like the disciples on the way to Emmaus, the
Lord’s voice will make your hearts burn within you. He will open your eyes to recognise
his presence and to discover the loving plan he has for your life”.

“Have the courage to be happy”, Francis concludes, recalling that this year's World Youth
Day begins the final stage in preparation for the next great global event to be held in
Krakow, Poland in 2016, thirty years after St. John Paul Il instituted the World Youth Days
in the Church. This “pilgrimage of young people from every continent under the guidance

of the Successor of Peter has truly been a providential and prophetic initiative”.
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VI. MESSAGE OF THE 27TH PLENARY ASSEMBLY OF THE
CONFERENCE OF THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF INDIA (CCBI)
HELD AT BENGALURU FROM 3-9 FEBRUARY, 2015

Coference of Cathollc Blshops of Indla, 27th Plenary Assembly

St.John’s National Academy of Health Sciences, Bangalore, 3 to 9 February 2015

“I have come so that they may have life and have it to the full” (John 10:10)

We, the 130 members of the Conference of Catholic Bishops of India gathered for the
27th Plenary Assembly at St. John’s National Academy of Health Sciences, Bengaluru from
3-9 February, 2015, wish to convey our greetings of joy, peace and love of Our Lord Jesus
Christ to our Priests, Religious, Lay Faithful and all People of Good Wiill.

In the light of the theme of the Plenary Assembly, “Liturgy and Life”, we deliberated upon
liturgical renewal in the Church in India and reflected on the intrinsic relationship of liturgy
to the life of the People of God. We were encouraged and inspired by the message of the
Holy Father, Pope Francis to our Conference in which, quoting Evangelii Gaudium 24, he
invites us to reflect that “the Church evangelizes and is herself evangelized through the
beauty of the liturgy, which is both a celebration of the task of evangelization and the
source of her renewed self-giving”.

Thanks to the Second Vatican Council, liturgical renewal has enabled us to value and
experience the beauty, splendor and majesty of the liturgy of the Church.

While considering the relationship between liturgy and life, we could not ignore the fact
that our country is going through challenging times. Even as the Country has progressed
economically, the benefits have not reached the poor and the marginalized, and at times
have even worsened their situation. We are anxious about the increasing marginalization
of the poor, the Dalits and the Tribals often in the name of development.

Rising fundamentalism and communalism threatens to tear the social fabric and the secular
nature of our beloved Country. We feel sad that the law abiding Christian community
appears to be especially targeted. It was in this spirit that we bishops took part in a “Peace
and Harmony March” in order to express our solidarity with Christians in different parts
of our country who are affected by these atrocities, especially with the Church in Delhi
where recently several churches have been vandalized and desecrated.

We were conscious of the teaching of the Second Vatican Council that “the liturgy is the

summit toward which the activity of the Church is directed; at the same time it is the font
FATIMA VANI 06



from which all her power flows” (Sacrosanctum Concilium 10). In the light of this Conciliar
vision, many suggestions and recommendations were proposed for a liturgy that is
celebrated in a proper, effective and relevant manner. Accordingly the National Liturgical
Commission has been entrusted with the task of bringing out comprehensive liturgical
guidelines. However, at this juncture, we would like to state:

1. In order to promote a full, conscious and active participation in the liturgical celebrations
of the Paschal Mystery, we urge all ministers and faithful to celebrate the liturgy, with due
sense of the sacred and of beauty and with joyfulness, leading to a personal and
communitarian encounter with God and transformation of life. Care should be taken to
observe the prescribed norms in order to maintain the dignity and decorum of the
celebrations. The holiness of the priest is the leaven of the liturgical celebration.

2. At the National, Regional, Diocesan and Parish levels, and in the Formation and Religious
Houses, well planned measures have to be undertaken to help the communities to
celebrate the liturgy in all its richness.

3. An extensive and regular liturgical catechesis will prepare the faithful to participate
actively in the liturgy and allow the transforming power of the liturgy to flow into their
lives.

4. We are convinced that inculturation is demanded by faith in accordance with the
exigencies of human nature (Sacrosanctum Concilium 37-40). At the same time, given the
multi-cultured nature of our society and keeping in mind that cultures are ever evolving
and transforming, the sensitivities of the people and of various groups are to be addressed
when efforts are made to promote inculturation.

5. Heeding the Holy Father’s exhortation that sometimes there is “an ostentatious
preoccupation for the liturgy, for doctrine and for the Church’s prestige, but without any
concern that the Gospel have a real impact on God’s faithful people and the concrete
needs of the present time” (Evangelii Gaudium #77), we shall strive to make the liturgical
celebrations also opportunities for catechesis on our missionary and social responsibilities,
especially through Homilies and Prayers of the Faithful.

6. As the Universal Church prepares herself for the Synod on the Family in October 2015,
we recognize the importance of the communion of families in neighborhoods which are
the Small Christian Communities (SCC) that always relate liturgy to life and vice versa. It is
through the communion of families in the neighborhood, that the One, Holy, Catholic
and Apostolic Church becomes Eucharistic like the early apostolic communities (Acts,
chapters 2 and 4). We therefore pledge ourselves to strengthen the SCC as the true way
of being the living Church. May this Year dedicated to Consecrated Life be also a time of
liturgical renewal in the Communities of the consecrated persons.

This Plenary Assembly was celebrated in a year full of grace with the recent canonization
of three more Indian saints: St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara, St. Euphrasia Eluvathingal and St.
Joseph Vaz. We are grateful to the Church for giving us saints as models for imitation and
as our intercessors in heaven.

May Mary, the Mother of the Word Incarnate, be our guide and our protector.
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VIII. IN BLISTERING CRITIQUE,
POPE FRANCIS DETAILS 15 'AILMENTS OF THE CURIA'

Pope Francis listed 15 "ailments" of the Vatican Curia during his annual Christmas greetings
to the cardinals, bishops and priests who run the central administration of the 1.2 billion
strong Catholic Church. Here's the list.

1) Feeling immortal, immune or indispensable. "A Curia that doesn't criticize itself, that
doesn't update itself, that doesn't seek to improve itself is a sick body."

2) Working too hard. "Rest for those who have done their work is necessary, good and
should be taken seriously."

3) Becoming spiritually and mentally hardened. "It's dangerous to lose that human
sensibility that lets you cry with those who are crying, and celebrate those who are joyful."

4) Planning too much. "Preparing things well is necessary, but don't fall into the temptation
of trying to close or direct the freedom of the Holy Spirit, which is bigger and more generous
than any human plan."

5) Working without coordination, like an orchestra that produces noise. "When the
foot tells the hand, 'l don't need you' or the hand tells the head 'I'm in charge."

6) Having 'spiritual Alzheimer's.' "We see it in the people who have forgotten their
encounter with the Lord ... in those who depend completely on their here and now, on
their passions, whims and manias, in those who build walls around themselves and become
enslaved to the idols that they have built with their own hands."

7) Being rivals or boastful. "When one's appearance, the color of one's vestments or
honorific titles become the primary objective of life."

8) Suffering from 'existential schizophrenia.' "It's the sickness of those who live a double
life, fruit of hypocrisy that is typical of mediocre and progressive spiritual emptiness that
academic degrees cannot fill. It's a sickness that often affects those who, abandoning
pastoral service, limit themselves to bureaucratic work, losing contact with reality and
concrete people."

9) Committing the 'terrorism of gossip. "It's the sickness of cowardly people who, not
having the courage to speak directly, talk behind people's backs."

09 FATIMA VANI



10) Glorifying one's bosses. "It's the sickness of those who court their superiors, hoping
for their benevolence. They are victims of careerism and opportunism, they honor people
who aren't God."

11) Being indifferent to others. "When, out of jealousy or cunning, one finds joy in seeing
another fall rather than helping him up and encouraging him."

12) Having a 'funereal face. "In reality, theatrical severity and sterile pessimism are often
symptoms of fear and insecurity. The apostle must be polite, serene, enthusiastic and
happy and transmit joy wherever he goes."

13) Wanting more. "When the apostle tries to fill an existential emptiness in his heart by
accumulating material goods, not because he needs them but because he'll feel more
secure."

14) Forming 'closed circles' that seek to be stronger than the whole. "This sickness always
starts with good intentions but as time goes by, it enslaves its members by becoming a
cancer that threatens the harmony of the body and causes so much bad — scandals —
especially to our younger brothers."

15) Seeking worldly profit and showing off. "It's the sickness of those who insatiably try
to multiply their powers and to do so are capable of calumny, defamation and discrediting
others, even in newspapers and magazines, naturally to show themselves as being more
capable than others."

IX. THE CONSECRATED LIFE: LISTENING TO THE SPIRIT

The consecrated life is a gift which the Father has given to the church by means of the
Spirit so that, in faithfulness to the Gospel, the most characteristic traits of the life of his
Son Jesus, the chaste, poor and obedient one Mt. 8:20; Phil. 2:8, and the unfathomable
riches of his mystery Eph. 3:8, might be present in the world and might draw everyone
toward the kingdom of God. Therefore, the ninth ordinary general assembly of the Synod
of Bishops, which has as its topic "the consecrated life and its role in the church and in the
world" is a grace-filled moment for the entire people of God.

The leading characters in this event will be above all the bishops gathered in communion
with the Holy Father John Paul Il. As pastors and guides in perfection, and faithful to the
charism of each institute, they will listen to the Spirit and give attention to the desires
and needs expressed by the church concerning the institutes of consecrated life and the
societies of apostolic life. Their particular task is one of discernment and pastoral guidance.
Present alongside the bishops will be some representatives of the superiors general for
men.

Also present, as observers, will be some women and men religious, men and women
members of institutes of consecrated life and societies of apostolic life, priests, lay women
and men, called by the Holy Father to express in this way the universality of the church
and all her vocations, in a mutual listening to the experiences and desires of the whole
people of God.
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It is urgent that the whole church gather in prayer around the synod fathers and the
other synod participants in order to implore the light of the Holy Spirit through the
intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the saints, especially the saintly founders and
foundresses. It is to the Holy Spirit, who stirs these charisms in the church, that prayer is
raised in one voice, that he may guide the church toward a renewed outpouring of his gift
of wisdom and grace for a new Pentecost in the consecrated life. He is "the life and strength
of the people of God, the bond of its communion, the vigor of its mission, the source of
its multiple gifts, the secret of its admirable unity, the radiance and beauty of its creative
power and the fire of its love."

(Taken from The Consecrated Life and its Role in the Church and in the World, Vatican
Synod Secretariat)

X. PALM SUNDAY

Palm Sunday (also Passion Sunday) is in the Christian tradition a
holiday commemorating Jesus Christ's triumphal entry into
Jerusalem before his suffering and death on the cross. In many
Christian churches it is associated with the blessing and
procession of palms or twigs (sometimes decorated with flowers) A

from local trees. This tradition corresponds to the palm branches §
the crowd scattered in front of Jesus as he rode into Jerusalem. ™

Palm Sunday is the first day of Holy Week which also includes Maundy Thursday, Good
Friday and Holy Saturday. Of course, the date of the Palm Sunday depends on the date of
Easter Sunday and hence it varies each year.

Xl. MAUNDY THURSDAY
Maundy Thursday is the Thursday of Passion Week, one day
before Good Friday (the Friday before Easter). Maundy
Thursday is the name given to the day on which Jesus
celebrated the Passover with His disciples, known as the Last
Supper. Two important events are the focus of Maundy
Thursday.

First, Jesus celebrated the Last Supper with His disciples and

thereby instituted the Lord’s Supper, also called Communion (Luke 22:19-20). Some
Christian churches observe a special Communion service on Maundy Thursday in memory
of Jesus’ Last Supper with His disciples. Second, Jesus washed the disciples’ feet as an act
of humility and service, thereby setting an example that we should love and serve one
another in humility (John 13:3-17). Some Christian churches observe a foot-washing
ceremony on Maundy Thursday to commemorate Jesus’ washing the feet of the disciples.
It is a good thing to remember the Last Supper and Jesus’ sacrifice on our behalf. It is a
good thing to remember the Lord’s example of humility. However, at the same time, we
should avoid ritualistic observances of holidays unless they are truly focused on God and
our relationship with Him.
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Observing a special Lord's Supper service on Maundy Thursday/Holy Thursday in
remembrance of thelLast Supperis a good thing to do. Doing afoot-washingin remembrance
of how Christ humbled Himself and washed the feet of the disciples is a powerful reminder
of how we are to live the Christian life (Philippians 2:1-11). Let's just make sure we are
observing Maundy Thursday in a way that truly honors what happened at the Last Supper.

Xll. GOOD FRIDAY

Good Friday, also known as "Holy Friday," is the Friday immediately
precedingEaster Sunday. It is celebrated traditionally as the day
on which Jesus was crucified. If you are interested in a study of
the issue, please see our article that discusses the various views
onwhich day Jesus was crucified. Assuming that Jesus was crucified
and died on a Friday, should Christians remember Jesus' death by
celebrating Good Friday?

The Bible does not instruct Christians to remember Christ’s death
by honoring a certain day. The Bible does give us freedom in these matters,
however.Romans 14:5tells us, “One man considers one day more sacred than another;
another man considers every day alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own
mind.” Rather than remembering Christ's death on a certain day, once a year, the Bible
instructs us to remember Christ’s death by observing theLord’s Supper. First Corinthians
11:24-26declares, “...do this in remembrance of me...for whenever you eat this bread
and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.”

Why is Good Friday referred to as “good”? What the Jewish authorities and Romans did
to Jesus was definitely not good (see Matthew chapters 26-27). However, the results of
Christ’s death are very good!Romans 5:8, “But God demonstrates his own love for us in
this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”First Peter 3:18 tells us, “For Christ
died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was
put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit.” Many Christian churches celebrate
Good Friday with a subdued service, usually in the evening, in which Christ’s death is
remembered with solemn hymns, prayers of thanksgiving, a message centered on Christ
suffering for our sakes, and observance of the Lord's Supper. Whether or not Christians
choose to “celebrate” Good Friday, the events of that day should be ever on our minds
because the death of Christ on the cross is the paramount event of the Christian faith.

Xlll. COMMUNICATIONS
1. The Solemnity of Fatima Mata, Fatima Cathedral, Fatimanagar on 12th & 13th of
March, 2015 : As published earlier, the Solemnity of Fatima Cathedral is celebrated
(Thursday & Friday) 12* & 13t of March, 2015 at Fatima Cathedral, Fatimanagar. The leaf-
lets were already sent to all Parishes. On this occasion all the priests, the religious, the
faithful and others are cordially invited to participate in the celebrations. All Parish priests
are requested to encourage the faithful to participate in the celebrations in great numbers.
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Details regarding the programmes were given in the Brochures of feastdays. Please
announce on previous Sunday/s in all churches/ chapels about the programme,
accommodation, etc.

March - 2015

12" Thu 4.30 p.m. : Procession with the statue of our Lady of Fatima around Fatimanagar
6.00 p.m. - 7.00 p.m. : Holy Mass by Bishop Most Rev. Udumala Bala
7.30 p.m. : Blessing & Healing Prayers
8.45 p.m. : Cultural Programme & Felicitation to the Chief Guest

13* Fri 06.30 a.m.: Holy Mass (English) in Fatima Cathedral By Rev. Fr. Y. Papi Reddy
08.45 a.m. : Prize distribution in Catechism Exam on Diocesan Level

09.00 a.m. : Concelebrated Pontifical High Mass in Fatima Cathedral Campus
presided by Most Rev. Jaya Rao Polimera

11.30 a.m. : Blessing & Healing Prayer Services in the Cathedral and at Grotto

04.30 p.m.: Confessions in the Cathedral cum Blessings / Healing prayers in
Cathedral and at the Grotto.

05.30 p.m.: Holy Mass ( Telugu) in Fatima Cathedral By Rev. Fr. D. Joseph

Il. MONTHLY RECOLLECTION AND CHRISM MASS ON MARCH 26, 2015 : The recollection
begins at 9.30 am on 26th with 2 conferences and Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction
till 5.00 pm followed by Chrism Mass at 5.30 pm in the Cathedral.

lll. CONGRATULATIONS TO RANK HOLDERS IN CATECHISM EXAM ON DIOCESAN LEVEL :
Hearty Congratulations to all the prize winners in the diocesan catechism exams, conducted
in February, 2015. | thank very much the Management of the Schools/ Colleges in the
diocese of Warangal. Thanks to Rev. Fr. D. Joseph, Director of Pastoral Center and his
team for their hard work & valuable services.

IV. NO FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS FROM 16™ OF MARCH TO 3%° OF APRIL 2015: As the
financial year 2014 - 2015 will come to a close on 31t of March 2014, there will be no
financial transactions in Bishop’s House from 16™ of March to 3™ April, 2015.

V. ANOTE TO THE PROJECT HOLDERS :- All the project holders are requested to take the
required money for projects from Bishop’s House in such a way that they will be able to
utilize all the money taken, on or before 31t of March, 2015 without carrying forward any
balance into the new financial year, starting on 1% of April 2015. All the bills /vouchers are
to be dated on or before 31 of March 2015. The bills and vouchers dated after 31°* of
March 2015 will not be acceptable.

VI. ANIMATING the Faithful With Special Programs
Call for the Clergy to electrify the Faithful with fasting energy: The real aim of Lent is,
above all else, to prepare men for the celebration of the death and Resurrection of Christ.
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The better the preparation, the more effective the celebration will be. One can effectively
relive the mystery only with purified mind and heart. The purpose of Lent is to provide
that purification by weaning people from sin and selfishness through self-denial and prayer,
by creating in them the desire to do God’s will and to make Jesus’ Resurrection happen
first of all in their hearts.

Therefore, Please do animate and lead the faithful by one’s Lenten practices to make
special efforts to follow the Lord in the Desert, on the Way of the CROSS on Village/
Parish/ Deanery levels with programs Like ‘Upavasa Yatra, Siluva Yatra, Lenten Prayer
Meetings, Facilitate Individual Confession, Witnessing to Jesus's Suffering and Death by
Special Stations of the Cross through the streets or Public grounds, always keeping in
mind and heart the poorest and the struggling people as the goal of ‘Lenten campaign’!

VII. Invitation to one and all : A day of fasting and Prayer in Christu Jyothi Ashram at
Karunapuram on 30-03-2015 for the whole of Diocese being organized by Ghanpur
Deanary.

| am happy to communicate that the Ghanpur deanary priests came forward to conduct a
fasting and prayer day at Karunapuram. | request all the priests and religious to encourage
the faithful as much as possible to participate and to bear witness to one another and
make good confession as a preparation for Easter. For further details, kindly contact Rev.
Fr. P. Prakash.

Tentative Programme:

9.00-10.00am - Arrival

10.00 - 11.00 am - Preparation for the confessions

11.00 - 12.00 noon - Stations of the Cross & blessing by the Bishop Most Rev. Udumala
Bala

1.00 - 2.00 pm - Preaching on the Passion & healing service with Eucharistic Adoration

XIV. INFORMATIONS
1. Vocation Camp : St. Pius X Seminary, Fatimanagar
Dear Fathers,
Sub:- Vocation camp at St. Pius X Seminary, Fatimanagar for those who desire to join
the Seminary to become Priest for Warangal Diocese
| am pleased to inform you that a vocation camp is arranged at St. Pius X Seminary from
27 April, 2015 6.00 p.m. to 29™ April 2015 evening. Please note that the vocation camp
is arranged for all those who completed Inter studies and above. May | request the Parish
Priests to send the desiring candidates from good and practicing catholic families.

Venue : St. Pius X Seminary, Fatimanagar

Requirements: 1. Parish Priest’s Letter, 2. Bible 3. Bed linen, 4. Pen and Papers.
Rev. Fr. Y. Yaga Reddy, Rector

2. Federation of Telugu Churches (FTC)

GO on Rules for registration of institutions for children and women : For your kind
information and needed intervention, do take a look at the file-attachment of the GO MS
No. 30 dated 27-06-2011 of the Women, Child and Disabled Welfare Department of
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erstwhile Andhra Pradesh. This GO contains Rules for the recognition, registration /
certification of the institutions for women and children. It is now applicable to both the
Telugu States.

As defined in the said GO: “Institution” means an organization or a body whether it is
called an orphanage or hostel or a home for neglected women or children, widows home,
working women'’s hostel or by any other name, maintained or intended to be maintained
for reception or care or protection or welfare of women or children; or service providers
providing services as helpline/counseling/for tracing missing children etc., or with such
facility, even if for a single child or woman who is not excluded under the exemption
clause of the Act, including such institutions run by NGOs/CSOs/Trusts/Individuals/private
persons/ organizations etc.

GOVERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH
ABSTRACT

The Women’s and Children’s Institutions (Licensing) Act, 1956

(Central Act No. 105 of 1956) - Framing of Rules-Orders-Issued.
DEPARTMENT FOR WOMEN, CHILDREN, DISABLED & SENIOR CITIZENS (JJ)
G.0.Ms.No. 30, Dated: 27-06-2011.
Read the following:-
1. G.0.Ms.No. 18, WD, CW&DW (Prog.) Dept., Dated 11/5/2001.
2. G.0.Ms.No. 24, WD, CW&DW (JJ) Dept., Dated:15/05/2010.
3. From the Director, WD&CW Department, Lr.N0.4402/A2/2010,
Dt.20/05/2010 & 13/07/2010.

4. From the Director, JWCS & WSC, Lr.No.P2/393/2008,
Dated 26.08.2010.

% 3k 3k kK
1. Appeals:
(i) Where the licensing authority is other than the State Government, any person aggrieved
by an order of the Licensing Authority refusing to grant a license or revoking a license,
may within 30 days of receipt of order, prefer an appeal to the Director, Women
Development & Child Welfare or to State Government against such refusal or revocation.
(i) The order of the State Government on such appeal shall be final.
(i) Serving of notices to the aggrieved Person/NGO by the Licensing Authority shall be as
per the provisions of the Code of Civil Procedure 1908.

2. Cessation of Institution/Service Provider: -
i) An institution /Service Provider shall be closed and cease to function under the following
circumstance:

a) Where a certificate in respect of a home is revoked under Rule 9.

b) Where an appeal has not been preferred under Rule 10 against the order of revocation,
immediately on the expiration of the period prescribed for such appeal;
c) Where such appeal has been preferred but the order of revocation is upheld, from the
date of the appellate order.
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(ii) When any institution ceases to function under Rule 9 or Rule 10 or 16, the Licensing
Authority may direct that any woman or child who is an inmate of such home shall be-
(a) Restored to the custody of her or his parent, husband or lawful guardian, as the case
may be, provided the licensing authority satisfies itself of proper protection and care of
such person and person to be restored is willing for such restoration or

(b) transferred to another Licensed home or
(c) entrusted to the care of any other suitable person:

Provided that no woman/girl child shall be entrusted to the care of any person other
than a woman and the licensing authority satisfies itself of care and protection of such
woman being ensured.

(iii) Revocation/ cancellation of license shall entail blacklisting of the Institution for a
minimum period of 5 years. The Institution/Service provider will become ineligible for
funds from State Government/Government of India/etc., apart from action as may be
warranted under other statutes/law.

3. Issue of Duplicate license.

In case, the license granted, by the Licensing Authority/Director, Women Development
and Child Welfare Department, Hyderabad is lost, destroyed or mutilated, the Individual/
Association may apply to the, Licensing Authority through the concerned Child
Development Project Officer or Project Director for grant of duplicate license. The Licensing
authority or Director/Commissioner, Women Development & Child Welfare Department,
Hyderabad on being satisfied with the reasons furnished in the application etc., shall
communicate the orders of issue/refusal within 30 days of receipt of application.

4. Renewal of License:

(a) All Institutions shall apply for renewal of license 60 days prior to date of expiry of
license.

(b) The Licensing authority, if required, by causing/ facilitating visits, shall satisfy itself
that all conditions/standards prescribed have been adhered to and may grant renewal
for a minimum period of 3 years.

3. ANDHRA PRADESH SOCIAL SERVICE FORUM
v‘séé@ £DB0 d%» éig@é&o‘&o

AP & TS Social SErvice Forum. We are pleased to inform you that the theme for Lenten
Campaign 2015 is 'Animation' as decided by Caritas India. Through animation we aim to
transform society and bringing community to the centre of empowerment process. In
this regard, we have translated the Poster caption 'ANIMATION - LIFE AND LIGHT' (Cam-
paign against Hunger & Disease 2015) in Telugu language as "UJJEVAPU JEEVITHAM
MARIYU JYOTHIRMAYAM". The Telugu information sheets will be shortly circulated to all
the parishes in thirteen dioceses of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana states.

The AP & TS Social Service Forum together with Caritas India humbly requests you to
publish the information in your diocesan news bulletin and encourage all the faithful for

a fruitful Lenten season 2015.
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4. Bi-Decennial Annual Day of MSFS School at Korutla

MSFS high school, korutla, celebrated its 20" Anniversary on Feb 14, 2015. The school
was started on 8™ June, 1995 in a rented building with only 53 children. Gradually with the
hardwork of our confreres the strength of the school had increased and in 1997 the present
building was consructed to cater to the educational needs of the local children.

To commemerate 20 years of service in the locality, the school organised bi decennial
celebrations. It was a time to thank God for His continual guidance .Most Rev. Dr. Udumala
Bala, Bishop of warangal diocese, Rev.Fr. simon paicatt the provincial superior, the local
MLA Sri Kalvakuntla Vidyasagar, Muncipal Chairpersons of Korutla and Metpally, the Circle
Inspector, Local Leaders Wellwishers and Parents in large numbers attended the grand
function.

5. Blessing and Inauguration of Solar Power Plant at Bishop Thumma Bala School,
Bachannapet : Our Bishop Most Rev. Dr. Udumala Bala and Most Rev. Dr. Poola Anthony
of Kurnool diocese participated in the Sacerdotal Silver Jubilee celebration of Rev. Fr. R.
Inna on 12% February, 2015 at Bachannapet in our diocese of Warangal. Good number of
Priests , Nuns and Faithful from different places participated in the Thanksgiving Mass
offered by Rev. Fr. R. Inna. Fr. R. Inna expresses sincere thanks to all the priests, nuns and
faithful for their support and prayers. On this auspicious occasion Our Bishop Most Rev.
Dr. Udumala Bala blessed and Inaugurated Solar Power Plant in Bishop Thumma Bala
School, Bachannapet with the capacity of 4 K.V.

6. Conference of Catholic Bishops of India

Office Bearers and Commission Chairmen

Elected in the 27 Plenary Assembly of the CCBI held from 3 to 9 February 2015
at St. John’s National Academy of Health Sciences, Bangalore.

Office Bearers

President . His Eminence Oswald Cardinal Gracias

Vice President: His Grace Most Rev. Filipe Neri Ferro
Secretary General : His Excellency Most Rev. Varghese Chakkalakal
1. Commission for Bible

Chairman : Most Rev. Susaimanickam

Member : Most Rev. Peter Abir Anthonysamy

Member : Most Rev. Theodore Mascarenhas

2. Commission for Canon Law and Legislative Texts

Chairman : Most Rev. George Antonysamy
Member : Most Rev. Dominic Savio Fernandes
Member : Most Rev. Derek Fernandes

3. Commission for Catechetics

Chairman : Most Rev. Thomas Macwan
Member : Most Rev. Vincent Barwa
Member : Most Rev. James Thoppil
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4. Commission for Ecumenism

Chairman : Most Rev. Felix Machado
Member : Most Rev. Selvister Ponnumuthan
Member : Most Rev. Moses D. Prakasam

5. Commission for Family

Chairman : Most Rev. Lawrence Pius Dorairaj
Member : Most Rev. Dominic Lumon
Member : Most Rev. Cyprian Monis

6. Commission for Laity

Chairman : Most Rev. Gerald John Mathias
Member : Most Rev. Alex Vadakumthala
Member : Most Rev. Peter Machado

7. Commission for Liturgy

Chairman : Most Rev. Dominic Jala

Member : Most Rev. Paul Toppo

Member : Most Rev. Devprasad Ganawa

8. Commission for Proclamation

Chairman : Most Rev. Raphy Manjaly
Member : Most Rev. Immanuel Kerketta
Member : Most Rev. Robert Miranda

9. Commission for Theology and Doctrine

Chairman : Most Rev. Anil Joseph Thomas Couto
Member : Most Rev. Joseph Kariyil
Member : Most Rev. John Rodrigues

10. Commission for Vocations, Seminaries, Clergy and Religious
Chairman : Most Rev. Udumala Bala
Member : Most Rev. Francis Serrao
Member : Most Rev. Lourdunada Daniel

11. Commission for Women

Chairman : Most Rev. Francis Kalist
Member : Most Rev. Clement Tirkey
Member : Most Rev. Joseph Aind
12. Commission for Youth
Chairman : Most Rev. Franco Mulakkal
Member : Most Rev. Henry D’Souza
Member : Most Rev. Polimera Jaya Rao
XV. BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS FOR MARCH, 2015
01. Sun : TCBC CRI ATCRI Regional Celebration of the Year of Consecrated

Life, Secunderabad

02. Mon : Hyderabad Metropolitan Council Meet, Secunderabad
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03-05

06.
07.
08.
09.
10.

11.
12.

13.

14.
16.

17.
18.
19.
23.
26.

27.
29.

30.
31.

Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tue

Wed
Thu

Fri

Sat
Mon

Tue
Wed
Thu
Mon
Thu

Fri
Sun

Mon
Tue

9.00 am
9.00 am

10.00 am
5.30 pm

4.30 pm
8.30 pm
8.45 am
9.00 am
9.00 am
9.30 am

9.30 am
9.30 am
9.30 am

9.30 am
5.30 pm

6.00 am
7.30 am

April - 2015 :

01.
02.

03.

04.
05.

Wed
Thu

Fri

Sat
Sun

5.30 pm
6.30 am
5.00 pm

9.30 pm
12.00 pm
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: TCBC Meeting at St. John’s Regional Seminary, Hyderabad
. Office

: Office- Day for the Consecrated

: ARMS EXCO, NBCLC, Bangalore

: Sagarmatha Feast at Nagarjuna Sagar, Guntur Diocese

: Maheswaram : Pastoral Visitation and first communion &

confirmation

. Office

: Fathima Feast: Procession, followed by Holy Mass

: Cultural Program

: Catechism Prize Distribution

: Holy Mass: Our Lady of Fatima, Patroness of the Diocese
. Office

: Faith Formation Meet : Navya Suvartheekarana Il, Action

Plan for all Diocesan Priests & Heads of Institution of the
Consecrated Deanery Wise:For Fathimanagar Deanary at
Pastoral Center

: For Ookal Deanery at Pastoral Centre

: For Ghanpur Deanery at Karunapuram

: For Karimnagar Deanery at Karimnagar Parish House
. Office - Laity Day

: Monthly Recollection

: Chrism Mass at Fatima Cathedral

. Office

: Palm Sunday : English Mass at Fatima Cathedral

: Telugu Mass at Fatima Cathedral

: Siluva Yatra, Ghapur Deanery

. Office

: Maunday Thursday

: Mass at Grotto, Fatima Cathedral
: Good Friday

: Way of the Cross

9am-12pm :
: Good Friday Services at Cathedral

. Easter vigil services

: Mass at Velair Parish on the Hill, first communion and

Confessions in Cathedral

confirmations
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How and more bithdigs 1o come - V
S )
Rev. Fr. MekalaAnand 02-03-1964
Rev. Fr. Maramreddy Maria Joseph 07-03-1975
Rev. Fr. Basani Mathias 13-03-1943
Rev. Fr. Narisetti Jesu Prathap 17-03-1965
| Rev. Fr. Thirumalareddy Anthony 20-03-1980

CBormp om the ammieray of
Brindly Ordnati

Rev. Fr. Yeruva Chinnapa 02-03-1997
Rev. Fr. Devarapu Sudhakar 06-03-2000
Rev. Fr. Salibindla Arogyam 06-03-2000
Rev. Fr. Singareddy Shoban 06-03-2000
Rev. Fr. Vatti Albeen 06-03-2000
Rev. Fr. Yeruva Joji 09-03-1982
Rev. Fr. Pudota Prakash 12-03-1986
Rev. Fr. Pudota Chinnaiah 12-03-1986
Rev. Fr. Singareddy Balashowry 12-03-1986
Rev. Fr. Rachumalla Inna 12-03-1990
Rev. Fr. Gali Bala Swamy 20-03-1995
Rev. Fr. Pasala Anthony 21-03-1995
Rev. Fr. Pentareddy Baltha Rgj 22-03-1995
Rev. Fr. Dodda Rgja 26-03-1987

For Subscriptions of Bharatha Mithram,
New Leader, Prison Voice and
Vachanothsavam
Contact : Annapa Reddy Kaspa Reddy
Cell : 7396511656, 9885034836
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